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Further Reportage on Air Afrique Summit in Benin 


CAR'’s Kolingba Arrives 
4BOS08 203388 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] The Beninese capital today became the capital 
of the member countries of the Air Afrique multina- 
tional company. Our country, the CAR, is represented 
there. Our special reporter, Maba Takama, who is in the 
entourage of President Andre Kolingba, who will attend 
the Benin Summit has the details from Cotonou. 


[Begin Takama recoiding] It was a truly African recep- 
tion this afternoon. Indeed, Cotonou, the Beninese cap- 
ital, this afternoon welcomed President Andre Kolingba, 
who arrived at 1645. The hea! of state has come to 
Cotonou to attend the summit of the heads of state of 
member countries of the Air Afrique company, which 
will begin in the Beninese capital tomorrow. On his 
arrival at the airport, he was welcomed by his Beninese 
counterpart, Mathieu Kerekou, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the People’s Revolution Party of Benin 
and head of state. [passage omitted} [end recording] 


Heads of State Arrive 
AB0608 102188 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 6 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] Heads of state arrived yestrday for the Fifth 
Heads of State and Government Conference of Air 
Afrique. As usual, there was quite a stir at the (?She- 
raton) Hotel. Some informal meetings were held in the 
quiet of the private rooms of the residences of our guests. 
First of all, President Kerekou paid courtesy calls to 
welcome his counterparts Abdou Diouf, Felix Hou- 
phouet-Boigny, Denis Sassou-Nguesso, Ali Saibou, 
Andre Kolingba, and Gnassingbe Eyadema. He took the 
opportunity to briefly discuss with them a number of 
issues Of current concern. After that, private talks of 
about 45 minutes were held between Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso and Felix Houphouet-Boigny. The substance of 
the talks was not revealed. The flashing of cameras and 
clusters of microphones could not compel the heads of 
State to break their silence. It appears, however, that 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny briefed Sassou-Nguesso on the 
Air Afrique affair. The Congolese president left for 
Brazzaville a few hours after this first round of talks. 
President Denis Sassou-Nguesso, who left his prime 
minister in Cotonou, was seen off at the airport by 
President Kerekou. [passage omitted] 


Air Afrique To Appoint Director 
ABO0708174688 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 7 Aug 88 


[From the “African news” program] 
[Text] A group of African heads of state meeting in Benin 


has announced that they will appoint a new director for 
the financially troubled regional airline, Air Afrique. The 
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airline, jointly owned by 10 West and Central African 
nations, is said to need $100 million to rescue it from 
bankruptcy. The heads of state issued a communique at 
the end of the meeting reaffirming their support for Air 
Afrique. It said the new director would have complete 
independence and would be appointed from outside the 
region. He or she would work with an administrative 
council composed of representatives from member- 
countries. No date was given for the employment of the 
new director. The communique made no mention of a 
rescue plan that was expected to be put to the meeting by 
President Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast. 


Air Afrique Issues Communique 
ABO0808135388 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 8 Aug 88 p 20 


[Communique issued in Cotonou on 6 August 1988 
following the summit of the Air Afrique member states] 


[Text] The sixth conference of heads of state and gov- 
ernment of the multinational Air Afrique Company's 
member countries took place on 6 August 1988 in 
Cotonou (People’s Republic of Benin) under the chair- 
manship of His Excellency Mathieu Kerekou, chairman 
of the Central Committee of the People’s Revolutionary 
Party of Benin, president of the Republic, head of state, 
chairman of the National Executive Council, and current 
chairman of the chiefs of states conference. The follow- 
ing heads of state and government were also present: His 
Excellency Felix Houphouet-Boigny, president of the 
Republic of Ivory Coast; His Excellency General Gnas- 
singbe Eyadema, president of the Republic of Togo, His 
Excellency Abdou Diouf, president of the Republic of 
Senegal; His Excellency Andre Kolingba, president of the 
CAR; His Excellency Blaise Compaore, president of 
Burkina Faso; His Excellency General Ali Saibou, pres- 
ident of Niger, His Excellency Ange Edouard Poungui, 
prime minister and representative of the head of state of 
the People’s Republic of Congo; His Excellency Sidina 
Ould Sidya, permanent secretary of the Military Com- 
mittee for National Salvation and representative of the 
head of state of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, and 
His Excellency General Djibril Negue Dyogo, minister of 
transport and civil aeronautics, and representative of the 
head of state of the Chadian Republic. 


It may be observed that His Excellency Colonel Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso, chairman of the PCT Central Committee, 
president of the Republic, and head of government, after 
holding discussions with President Houphouet-Boigny. 
returned to Brazzaville before the conference began due to 
his busy timetable. From their discussions, Presidents Hou- 
phouet-Boigny and Sassou-Nguesso had entirely identical 
views on all the measures to be taken save the multinational 
Air Afrique company from collapsing. 


President Houphouet-Boigny, in the presence of his 
peers, gave an account of the mission he was charged 
with by the fifth Niamey summit in March 1987. The 
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heads of state and government, after warmly congratu- 
lating President Houphouet-Boigny, president of the 
Republic of Ivory Coast, for the excellent work he had 
done, decided that the multinational Air Afriqyue com- 
pany should continue to operate. In this regard. they 
reaffirmed the fact of the company being a commercial 
enterprise that is managed according to the rules of 
private law and is exempt from all political consider- 
ations in conformity with the treaty and regulations on 
the creation of Air Afrique. The multinational Air Afri- 
que company will be headed by a new managing director 
to be chosen outside the member states. This managing 
director will have free hand to manage the company 
backed by a Management Board comprising people 
chosen by member states by reason of their competence 
and experience. 


Finally, the heads of state and government summit 
renewed trust in His Excellency President Houphouet- 
Boigny to continue his mission for the company’s recov- 
ery. The heads of state and delegation sincerely thanked 
His Excellency President Mathieu Kerekou, the People’s 
Revolutionary Party of Benin, and the people and gov- 
ernment of Benin for the warm and friendly reception 
and the real and generous African hospitality that they 
were shown. 


Issued in Cotonou on 6 August 1988. 


West African Monetary Union Holds Conference 


Financial Difficulties Reviewed 
AB0808092688 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 7 Aug 88 


[Excerpts] The sixth summit conference of the West 
African Monetary Union, UMOA, began in Cotonou 
this morning at the Hotel PLM Aledjo. Here is a report 
by Francois Agorssou. 


[Begin recording} [Agorssou] Presidents Moussa Traore 
of Mali, Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast, Ali Sarbou of 
Niger, Abdou Diouf of Senegal, and Mathieu Kerekou of 
Benin were personally present at the opening ceremony 
of the summit. The Togolese and Burkinabe heads of 
State were represented. Following the playing of the 
national anthems, President Kerekou, current UMOA 
chairman, was invited to deliver the important welcom- 
ing address. President Kerekou first painted the union's 
economic situation which is marked by the drop in 
prices of raw materials and the instability of the dollar. 
This situation is worsened by the financial difficulties 
being encountered by all the banks within the union. Aftr 
this description of the gloomy economic situation of 
UMOA member-countries, President Kerekou called for 
solutions to be worked out. These solutions are con- 
tained in the reports that will be presented by the 
governors of the Central Bank of West African States 
(BCEAO) and the president of the West African Devel- 
opment Bank (BOAD) to whom the heads of state 


~ 
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addressed congratulations. Here 1s the important address 
delivered by President Kerekou at the opening ceremony 
of this sixth UMOA summit. 


[Kerekou] Excellencies, heads of state and government, 
heads of delegation, ministers, governor of the BCEAO, 
president of the BOAD, members of the diplomatic and 
consular corps, representatives of international organi- 
zations, ladies and genilemen, comrades, dear brothers 
and friends: 


All the hardworking people of Benin, their vanguard 
party, the People’s Revolution Party of Benin (PRPB), 
and their revolutionary state are very happy and feel 
honored to welcome in Cotonou the eminent guests of 
honor, their excellencies the heads of state and govern- 
ment or their representatives who have come to partici- 
pate in the sixth U MOA summit whose importance and 
range of coverage reflect the serious challenges posed by 
the persistent world economic crisis. [passage omitted] 


Excellencies heads of state and government, heads of 
delegations: As you know, we have met in Cotonou today 
to evaluate together, the ground that we have covered 
since our fifth summit held in Niamey from 30 to 31 
October 1983, at a time when the economic and financial 
adjustment measures by our countries enabled us to 
hope for a certain revival of economic activities in our 
respective countries. But already, we can observe that 
since that date, the economic evolution of our monetary 
union has continued to worsen as a result of the sharp 
fall in the prices of our commodities and the ever- 
growing debt burden resulting from high interest rates, 
and harsh lending conditions. The unfortunate conse- 
quences of this disturbing economic situation are such 
that the entire (?grouping) of our agricultural business 
are running a deficit despite the sustained efforts made 
by the toiling masses of our cities anc rural areas to 
considerably increase in quality and quantity their agri- 
cultural and agro-based industrial production. This has 
resulted in increasingly worse terms of trade and a 
deepening imbalance of the current balance of payment 
situation facing our countries. It 1s also evident that our 
toiling masses to do not derive any benefit from their 
strenuous labor and our countries only tackle their 
imbalances by getting further indebted while at the same 
time we realize that it 1s the developing countries that 
have become the suppliers of capital to the developed 
countries. One cannot therefore be surprised that in the 
public financial situations of our states, the volume of 
budgetary revenues is very modest, and despite the 
reduction of expenses that have followed the draconian 
austerity measures taken by our various countries, the 
budgetary imbalances go far beyond the estimates. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


The close examination of the stock-taking reports of the 
leaders of our financial institutions will give us the 
opportunity to decide on the new perspectives that we 
must impart to our money union in order to achieve 
greate: efficiency. [passage omitted] Indeed, solidarity 
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and integration have helped to reduce the impact of the 
crisis On the economic and monetary situation of each 
one of our countries, and in that respect, we constitute a 
good example in our subregion. [applause] In this regard. 
we wish to congratulate, on behalf of you all, dear 
colleagues, Mr Abdoulaye Fadika, governor of the 
BCEAO, and Mr Baba Moussa Aboubacar, president of 
the BOAD, and their closest aides and all the personnel 
working under their respective authorities for their devo- 
tion to the service and success of the noble ideals and 
aims of our monetary union. [passage omitted] 


However, we must not lose sight of the fact that a lot 
awaits us to be done and this requires of us a deep 
personal and collective reflection, that is, first, to pursue 
a more pronounced integration of our economies and 
understanding with our partners in social and economic 
development so as to succeed in the shortest possible 
time in stabilizing the prices of our commodities. Sec- 
ondly, to seek at all costs, through the action of the 
BOAD, and through solidarity with our partners in 
economic and social development, the ways and means 
of harmonizing our efforts with a view to the joint 
establishment of viable agricultural and agro-industrial 
units not only to achieve food self-sufficiency, but also to 
export the surplus. In this regard, our partners in the 
developed countries must understand us and support us 
firmly, because by so doing, they will be participating 
actively in maintaining collective peace and security in 
the world through reciprocally beneficial international 
trading. This implies the elimination of subsidies to 
agricultural production and other protectionist measures 
such as tarriff and non-tariff barriers in which they 
indulge. 


Excellencies, heads of state and government, heads of 
delegation, honorable guests: Ladies and gentlemen, dear 
brothers and comrades: We cannot end our address 
without mentioning io you how happy we are to observe 
that despite the wars and all kinds of conflict that are 
tearing our world apart, more and more voices are rising 
to speak for justice, freedom, dignity, peace, solidarity, 
cooperation, and social progress. We see in that the 
serious reason for cncouragemeni in establishing a new 
and more just economic order, and moving toward the 
end of the arms race, to the venefit of the harmonious 
development of all countris of the world. It is on this 
note of hope that we declare open the sixth conference of 
heads of state and government of the UMOA member 
countries. Long live UMOA! Long live inter-African 
solidarity and cooperation! Long live international soli- 
darity and cooperatior.: Ready for the revolution, and 
the struggle continues. fend recording] 


Compaore Elected UMOA Chairman 
ABO0808 144388 Dakar PANA in French 1125 GMT 
8 Aug 88 


[Text] Cotonou, 8 Aug (PANA)}—The sixth conference 
of heads of state of the West African Monetary Union 
(UMOA) has elected Burkinabe head of state Blaise 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Compaore as its new chairman, according to a commu- 
nique issued today in Cotonou on the deliberations. The 
outgoing chairman is the head of state of the People’s 
Republic of Benin, Mr Mathieu Kerekou. 


UMOA Issues Communique 
ABOY08 123688 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Joint communique issued at the end of the sixth West 
African Monetary Union summit conference in Coto- 
nou, Benin, on 8 August 1988; read by the governor of 
the Central Bank of West African States, Abdoulaye 
Fadiga—recorded] 


[Text] The sixth summit conference of the West African 
Monetary Union [UMOA] was held in Cotonou on 7 
August 1988 under the chairmanship of His Excellency 
Mathieu Kerekou, president of the People’s Republic of 
Benin and current chairman of the union. Present at the 
conference were President Felix Houphouet-Boigny of 
the Republic of Ivory Coast; President Moussa Traore of 
the Republic of Mali, President Ali Saibou of the Repub- 
lic of Niger; President Abdou Diouf of the Republic of 
Senegal; and personal respresentatives of Their Excellen- 
cies Blaise Compaore, president of the Popular Front, 
head of state and head of government of Burkina Faso, 
and President Gnassingbe Eyadema of the Republic of 
Togo. It is worth noting that Their Excellencies Blaise 
Compaore and Gnassingbe Eyadema, because of their 
schedules, had to return to their respective capitals 
before the opening of the summit conference, after 
having held discussions with the heads of the other 
States. 


The heads of state paid tribute to His Excellency 
Mathieu Kerekou, current chairman of the union, for the 
great services he rendered while heading the union. In 
compliance with Article 5 of the UMOA Treaty, the 
conference chose as its chairman His Exccilency Blaise 
Compaore, president of the Popular Front, head of state 
and Government of Burkina Faso. After hearing the 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, the conference 
examined the reports of activities of the governor of the 
Central Bank of West African States [BCEAO] and of the 
president of the West African Development Bank 
[BOAD]. The heads of state took note of the union’s 
monetary situation, which has been deeply affected by 
the hardship of the international environment, notably 
the sharp drop in the prices of the major export products, 
and the excessive burden of the foreign debt service. 


After examining the results of the monetary actions 
taken by the issuing institution since 1983, the heads of 
state noted with satisfaction the positive impact of the 
courageous adjustment measures being implemented by 
the states. These actions must be continued and strength- 
ened. In this regard, they approved the proposals for the 
orientation of the monetary and credit policy for the 
coming years prcsented by the governor of the BCEAO 
with a view toward preserving the value and the strength 
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of their common currency. These orientations concern 
the lasting reorganization of the banking and financial 
system, the economic orientation of bank financing, the 
actual repatriation of export earnings, the control of 
currency notes outflow from the issuing institution, the 
acceptance of the results of Central Bank measures with 
a view toward strengthening certain posts, and the rein- 
forcement of individual and collective discipline, which 
is indispensable to further consolidation of the basis of 
monetary integration. 


In addition, concerning the BCEAO, the heads of state 
noted that the concerns that justified the creation of this 
institution, namely, promoting the balanced economic 
and social development of member states for the inte- 
gration of West Africa, remain pertinent, and they reaf- 
firmed the original mission entrusted to this institution. 
In this respect, the bank musi help set up a common 
framework arrived at through the study of monetary 
policies, development plans, and joint action programs 
of UMOA member countries. The bank must help the 
states to define economic policies as well as to design and 
implement structural adjustment and economic recovery 
programs in cooperation with the BCEAO. The bank 
must affirm its role of financial intermediary and bring 
Out appropriate ways tc promote the formation and 
mobilization of internal savings. 


Action in the field of rural development ai the subregion 
level must be aimed ai producing agricultural inputs, 
relocating grain production, and building up security 
stocks; at achieving the regionalization of agronomic 
research and creating specialized centers for improved 
seed production, developing anti-erosion plots and 
implementing reforestation programs in order to achieve 
collective and integrated control of desert encroachment 
in the subregion; and at successfully implementing irri- 
gation and water supply projects for farm and agro- 
pastoral production, and human consumption. 


In the industrial field, the bank should see to it that 
within the subregion, farm equipment is manufactured 
and textile factories and hide processing facilities are 
installed. The bank should also promote the creation of 
labor-intensive industries for processing local materials, 
the search for an optimal geographical location of units 
of production, and the rational use of all types of energy 
sources. As far as communication infrastructures are 
concerned, it must put an end to the landlocked situation 
of ountries in the hinterland and nationally integrate 
production and consumption areas. Concerning youth 
training and employment and the informal sector, the 
bank should provide assistance to the states in the design 
and implementation of inherent domestic policies. 


The heads of state adopted the conclusions by the 
various sessions of the Council of Ministers, which 
focused on the debt problerns of the UMOA countries, 
and expressed satisfaction with the initiatives recently 
taken by the international community on these issues. 
They have expressed their wish that the initiatives result 
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in lasting solutions that will favor growth. Concerned 
with the sharp fall in commodity prices, the conference 
stressed the need for increased African cooperation in 
order to bring about fair remuneration for all agricultural 
and mineral raw materials. Finally, the request by Guin- 
ea-Bissau to join the institution was submitted to the 
UMOA heads of state. The conference has expressed 
satisfaction with the efficient actions carried out by the 
various agencies of the union, the UMOA Council of 
Ministers, the BCEAO Board of Directors, the BOAD 
Executive Committee, and the National Credit Commit- 
tees in each member State. It made tt a point to congrat- 
ulate the chairman of the Council of Ministers, the 
governor of the Central Bank, the BOAD president, and 
all their aides for the competence and preparedness they 
have shown in the performance of their mission. The 
heads of state of Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Mali. Niger, 
Senegal, and Togo expressed their gratitude and thanks 
to His Excellency Mathieu Kerekou, and to the Beninese 
Government and people for the warm and ftraternal 
welcome as well as for the African hospitality they 
received. 

Issued in Cotonou, 7 August 1988 

[Signed] The Conference 


Heads of State Depart Air Afrique, UMOA Summits 
ABO908 102388 Dakar PANA in French 1480 GMI 
8 Aug &8 


[Text] Cotonou, 8 Aug (ABP-BEN/PANA)}—President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast, Abdou Diout of 
Senegal, Moussa Traore of Mali, and Ali Saibou of Niger 
left Cotonou this afternoon for home after attending the 
summits of the multinational Air Afrique airline and the 
West African Monetary Union (U MOA). 


Shortly before his departure from Cotonou, President 
Abdou Diouf, speaking on behalf of his peers at a news 
conference, expressed satisfaction with the conclusions 
reached at both summits. The Senegalese head of state 
later said that he and his peers will do everything 
possible to safeguard these two organizations tor 
regional cooperation. 


OAU Liberation Committee Welcomes Peace Pact 
F-.41008191188 Dar es Salaam External Service 
in English 0400 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—The OAU's Liberation Commit- 
tee has welcomed the agreement reached at a recent 
meeting in Geneva on peace in Angola and the attain- 
ment of independence for Namibia. 


In a statement issued in Dar es Salaam today, the 
committee expressed its hope that the Pretoria regime 1s 
serious about its commitment to withdraw its troops 
from Angola by the first of next month. The commitice 
was also hopeful that the racist regime will cooperate 
with the UN's secretary general, Mr Javier Perez de 
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Cuellar, to bring about genuine independence for Namu- 
bia. The statement has appealed to the international 
community to extend all necessary support to Angola 
and SWAPO, as the struggle was still far from over. 


OAU Secretary General Sends Message to Sudan 
EA0908200088 Addis Ahaba in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT ¥ Aug 88 


[Text] The OAU secretary general, Mr Ide Oumarou, has 
expressed a profound sorrow over the disaster caused by 
torrential rains and floods which recently bit the Sudan, 
claiming numerous lives, leaving about a million home- 
less and causing considerable damage to property. 


In a message to Prime Minister al-Sadiq al-Mahdi of the 
Sudan Mr Oumarou expressed the hope that Africa will 
not fail to demonstrate its solidarity with the Sudan. 


PANA Meets To Discuss Financial Problems 
AB2907081288 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] The Intergovernmental Council [IGC] meeting of 
PANA began at the Hotel Novotel this morning. Twenty- 
eight delegations are participating in the meeting, which 
1s being chaired by the Tanzanian minister of state for 
information, Mrs Anna Makinda. Minister of Commu- 
nication Robt Sagna was present at the opening ses- 
sion. Here is a report by Diega Ndo: 


[Begin report] The sixth extraordinary session of the 
Pan-African News Agency's [PANA’s] IGC has been 
convened to examine the financial problems that the 
agency is facing. Indeed, the overdue contributions of 
PANA’S member countries are enormous, and the 
agency 1s suffering from this. To give an idea of the 
problem, you may note that out of $25 million that the 
agency should have received since 1980, only $10 mil- 
lion has been paid, that 1s, 40 percent of the contribu- 
tions that are due. 


It 1s in view of this situation that Minister of Commu- 
nication Robert Sagna stated in his address that this 
meeting of the PANA IGC 1s different from all preceed- 
ing ones because it involves finding a solution to the 
disturbing situation of the agency. He stressed the fact 
that financial problems come up at all PANA’S meetings. 
The problem has assumed such proportions, Mr Sagna 
said, that it was brought to the notice of the heads of 
State during their last summit in May 1988. The African 
heads of state then voted to ask the various member 
states to pay their contributions and arrears. The present 
PANA session is aimed at examining that resoluton. 
Here 1s Robert Sagna: 


[Begin Sagna recording] My country, Senegal, which has 
fulfilled all its piedges to PANA, belongs to the vanguard 
group of countries that have paid their contributions up 
to date. We have done this because we have a firm belief 
in Our institution, which is an instrument of action for 


nan 
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the realization of the deep-seated aspirations of all of 
Africa, and an effective factor for consolidation and 
understanding among African nations. For this reason, 
Senegal will spare no effort in the search for a satisfac- 
tory and effective solution to the dramatic situation thal 
this institution 1s experiencing today. 


Let us therefore reflect during this session on the future 
of PANA, with the firm determination to take our 
institution out of this difficult phase. However, my dear 
colleagues, there is also a problem on which PANA’S 
future partly depends: The problem of an appropriate 
and preferential tariff structure that will ensure fast 
circulation of information among member states. [end 
recording] 


The Tanzanian minister of state for informaiion, Mrs Anna 
Makinda, who 1s the chairman of PANA’S IGC, said PANA 
is facing serious financial difficulties. Moreover, the 
agency's traditional sources of financing are hardly suffi- 
cient for its development. It 1s through international coop- 
eration with UNESCO, the World Bank, and the United 
Nations Development Program that PANA has been able to 
Carry Out its investments in telecommunications equipment 
and materials, she said. She recalled that expenses for 1989 
will reach $20 million or even more. This situation has 
prevented PANA from becoming professionally mature and 
creditable. 


Mrs Anna Makinda sail PANA’S staff members are 
trained personnel of other countries who find themselves 
in Senegal without salary, adding that this situation ts 
deplorable. She told the participants that African coun- 
tries must first pay their arrears. The Tanzanian minister 
of state for information said this session should ensure 
that the financial resources given to PANA be used for 
its technical and professional development. She said we 
must continue to cooperate with international organiza- 
tions like UNESCO. [end report] 


Members Urged To Pay Contributions 
AB3007 155888 Dakar PANA in English 1430 GMI 
30 Jul 88 


[Text] Dakar, 30 July (PANA)}—The 6th extraordinary 
session of the Inter-Governmental Council (1GC) of the 
PAN AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY [PANA] ended in 
Dakar on Friday [29 July] night with a strong appeal to 
member states to pay their contributions and settle their 
budgeted arrears within a period of five years. The IGC 
delegates said in a resolution that “the improvement of 
the financial situation of PANA was a prerequisite for 
the survival and smooth functioning of the agency.” 


However, the IGC suspended the new scale for calculat- 
ing contributions to the PANA budget until an indepth 
study has been carried out by the OAL Secretariat, the 
PANA management and the IGC at its next ordinary 
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session at the end of 1988. On this, some delegates 
demanded to know whal would happen to member states 
who had paid up their 1988 contribution under the new 
contribution formula. 


The session also directed the PANA management to 
draw a revised budget for 1989 before December 1988 
taking into account of austerity and work towards an 
improvement of the quality of PANA’s productions and 
its attainment of the widest possible coverage. [sentence 
as received] The council encouraged the management to 
develop a strong commercialization policy for PANA 
services and tae adequate steps to make the continental 
agency competitive. 


One of the resolutions asked the IGC chairman, Ms 
Anna Makinda of Tanzania to visit certain countries 
with contribution arrears to sensitize the highest author- 
ities On the problems of PANA. The IGC also called on 
all member states to consider reducing their transmis- 
sion tariffs to enhance the performance and effectiveness 
of PANA. In her closing remarks, Ms Anna Makinda 
urged member states to implement the decisions taken 
during the two day session. 


Mozambique, Angola Defense Costs To Counter RSA 
MBO0108072388 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 1 Aug 88 


[Text] A serior documentalist [words indistinct] South- 
ern African Research and Documentation Center, says 
Mozambique and Angola have spent more than $30 
billion to defend themselves against South African desta- 
bilization in the past 13 years. 


Mr Colin Dutch told delegates to a 5-day conference on 
peace and security in Arusha, Tanzania that the figure 1s 
a conservative estimate. Mr Dutch said the final cost 
[words indistinct] the two countries have had to increase 
defense spending and to support a huge refugee popula- 
tion. He added that Mozambique and Angola have also 
been faced with [words indistinct] and a little economic 
growth because of Pretoria’s acts of destabilization. The 
apartheid regime of South Africa supports the UNITA 
and MNR bandits in Angola and Mozambique. 
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Sahel Countries Record ‘Adequate’ 1988 Rainfall 
ABOSO08 180788 Dakar PANA in English 1738 GMI 
8 Aug &8 


[Text] Dakar, 8 Aug (PANA}—The Sahehaz <ountries. 
comprising nine states bordering the northern belt of 
West Africa, have recorded adequate rainfall this year. 
except for north-west Senegal. official sources said in 
Dakar on Monday [8 August]. A document of the Agro- 
Hydrometeorological Centre in Niamey. stated that 
Chad, south-western Mali, and southern Senegal 
received the most rainfall. The rains have also started in 
south-western Mauritania and Cape Verde 


The agricultural situation has therefore been positive in 
the laier part of the month of July which the document 
evaluated. It said that Chad has made clear progress 
above all other Sahelian states in the Permanent Inter- 
State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel 
(CILSS). The CILSS. grouping Burkina Faso. Cape 
Verde, Chad. Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Mali. Maurita- 
nia, Niger and Senegal, was set up in 1973 


The document said that Niger, southern Mali and Gruin- 
ea-Bissau, have recorded similarly heavy rainfall with 
the attendant positive agricultural situation. Cape 
Verde, Mauritaimia and Senegal, on the other hand. are 
still planting and replanting in some of their rural areas. 
the document noted. The centre said that it has not 
rece.ved sufficient information from Burkina Faso and 
Gambia recently to enable 11 to analyse the situations in 
the countries. 


Lake Chad Commission Issues Communique 
ABO408 182088 Lagos Domestic Service in Enelish 
1200 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[Text] Members of the Lake Chad Basin Commission 
have agreed to set up a legal framework to government 
relationship between the commission and the organiza- 
tions Operating within its area. In a communique rssucd 
in Maiduguri at the end of a 2-day meeting. members of 
the commission directed the executive secretary to work 
together with such relevant organizations to present a 
draft agreement to the commission. The coramunique 
requested the executive secretary to convene a meeting 
of national experts by August | Sth 


These recommendations [words indis: act] on the bilat- 
eral agreement reached between Nigeria and the Came- 
roon on border demarcation. The meeting was attended 
by representatives of Chad, Cameroon, and Nigerna 
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Cameroon 


Chad Joint Commission Meeting Opens 9 Aug 
ABO908212688 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] The Chad-Cameroon Joimt Commission has 
begun meeting in Yaounde. The commussion, meeting in 
its 18th session, will work on a five-point agenda that 
includes trade matters. transport, post and tclecommu- 
nications, border security. and cooperation in the areas 
of public health hydraulics and cultural and scientific 
development. Delegates will be working to create a 
mode! in bilateral relations as called for by Cameroon's 
External Relations Minister Jacques Roger Booh. when 
he opened the joint commission meeting today. The 
Chadian delegation to the current session 1s headed vy 
Foreign Minister Gouara Lassou. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Team Departs for Moscow 9 Aug 
AB! 08215898 Malahe Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] A parhamentary delegation of our country 
departed yesterday for Moscow at the invitation of the 
Supreme Soviet. The delegation. which 1s led by 
National Assembly Speaker Francisco Bodien Ngaio and 
Mrs Flora Ngalo Boando, includes Eloy Elo Nve 
Bengono, minister of state for relations with constitu- 
tional bodies, National Assembly member Malgaiena 
Penda Recu: and Juan Nsue Mifumu. the general secre- 
tary of the institution. 


During their visit to Moscow, speaker Ngalo and his 
delegation will meet with Supreme Soviet officials to 
exchange views On pariuamentary experiences. 


Gabon 


Government Denies Nuclear Waste Importation 
AB2IOO" 09S 388 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 29 Jul 88 


[Text] There has never been any nucleay waste in Gabon 
The Gabonese Government made these clarifications 
yesterday in reaction to rumors circulating in Libreville 
about the dumping of nuclear waste. Michel-Philippe 
Nze has more details: 
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The Gabonese clarifications are unambiguous. No chem- 
ical, radioactive. or other waste from a foreign country 
has ever been, or ever will be dumped on any portion of 
the Gabonese territory. This denial came in the wake of 
rumors from abroad insinuating that Gabon has repo7i- 
edly passed laws allowing the importation, storage. and 
management of radioactive waste. Actually, the clarifi- 
cations made by the Libreville authorties show that 
there was a misunderstanding The laws im question 
provided for the creation and development of nuclear 
industry in Gabon. It 1s an open secret that Gabon 
produces and processes uranium. Some 850 tons of the 
mineral are produced annually im Mounana region, in 
the soutineast of the country. and exported in the form of 
yellow cakes especial'y to France. where the mayor client 
is the General Company for Nuclear Substances, Coge- 
man. which uses the uranium to produce nuclear fuel. 


(Giabon had planned to create a nuclear research center 
with the triple objective of traning specialists, studying 
the application of nuclear research to agriculture, min- 
ing. and health. and ensuring the management of Gabo- 
nese nuclear waste to the exclusion of waste from any 
other countries 


As can be seen, there was a mrsunderstanding or misin- 
terpretation on the pari of rumor mongers. This 1s 
indicated by the fact that 1 therr allegatieos, they failed 
to mention the abrogation by the Gabonese parhament 
of the two ordinances providing for the creation of the 
said nuck ar research center 


The question 1s now closed, because the Gabonese par- 
hament. which ts concerned about the well-being of the 
population. decided in the wake of the unfortunate 
niwclear meidents at Chernobyl! and elsewhere to stop the 
government imitative, although i was laudable and 
bound to benefit the country. In sum, there was indeed a 
government initiative laying the foundation for a local 
nuclear industry. But thes mnitiative in no way provided 
for the importation of radioactive wastes ito Gabon 
This mmitiative, though laudable, was stopped by the 
National Assembly 
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Angola 


FAPLA Communique Stresses Absence of RSA Action 
MB1008193488 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
190. GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Communique issued by FAPLA chief of general stat¥ in 
Luanda on 10 August] 


[Text] Between | and 7 August, FAPLA forces—deter- 
mined to annihilate the puppet gang in the national 
territory—killed 71 armed bandits and captured another 
9. Six UNITA elements also surrendered to cur forces. 


Also during this period FAPLA forces captured an 
assortment of war inateriel from the enemy. This assort- 
ment included 40 light weapons, dozens of hand gre- 
nades, several antipersonnel mines and ammunition. In 
these operations, our forces freed 37 peopie living under 
the yoke of the enemy. 


Of the actions carried out agains: the puppets, the 
following are especially worthy of note: an attack on a 
bandit base at Cuamatc, wrere we killed three puppets 
and captured nine automatic rifles, two 82-mm mortars, 
a number of hand grenades, and a box of explosives. 


In the region of Balombo, we freed six people. 


In a clash with the puppets in the area of (Quimbumbe), 
our forces killed 23 puppets ind captured 26 automatic 
weapons as well as a radio unit. 


In a hot pursuit operation against a UNITA group in the 
region of Cuemba, our forces killed five puppets and 
captured 2 automatic rifles, | submachine gun, | grenade 
launcher, | antitank missite, | 6% mm mortar, 10 shells 
for 60-mm mortars, 4 shell: for 81-mm mortars, 36 
antipersonnel mines and 2 ‘.and grenades. 


In an ambush in the area of Chica, our force killed three 
bandits and captured one. Our forces also freed six 
people and captured six automatic rifles, and two anticar 
mines and also recovered six head of cattle. In the region 
of Cangola, our forces defused five antipersonnel miner 
on a trial used by the population. 


In a clash with the enemy at (Chinhama) on | August. 
our forces captured four puppets and freed 3 people from 
UNITA captivity. In the area of Mongo on 2 August, our 
forces freed six people. Ir, the areas of Nene and 
(Candundo), our forces killed 11 UNITA men and 
captured || automatic rifles and hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition. 


Unable to prevent our armed forces’ unstoppable 
advances, UNITA considers women, old people and 
children preferred targets for their actions. This has k:~g 
been its habit. As a result of these treacherous attacks, we 
regret the deaths of 26 people. A total of 58 people are 
("known) to have been wounded. The bandits also 
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acstroyed 50 homes and abducted 17 people. On the side 
of the FAPLA forces, we regret to announce 2! soldiers 
k:tled, 56 wounded and 7 missing. 


With regard to the South African enemy, we fiust stress 
the relative absence of its hostile actions as a result of the 
new situation arising from the quadripartite talks. 


Otfice of the FAPLA chief of general staff in Luanda on 
10 August 1988 


{Signed} Lieutenant General Antonio dos Santos Fi2nca, 
chief of generai staff 


FALA C Details Chamutete Attack 
MB1108064588 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southerr, and Ceatral 
Africa 0600 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Special communique™ issued by FALA Chief of Gen- 
eral Staff Demostenes Amos Chilingutila on 10 August 
in Jama] 


[Text] ‘)NITA armed forces, acting under strict instruc- 
‘eons fromi their supreme commander, Army General 
Jonas Malheiros Savimbi, have resorted to vigorous 
combat operations against the MPLA, which has been 
installed and kept in power in Luanda by the Soviets and 
expeditionary Cuban forces. Our regular forces, backed 
by heavy field artillery, attacked and occupied the city of 
Chamutete and its mining comple. 14 hours after the 
Geneva cease-fire accords were signed by the govern- 
ments of Cuba, South Africa, and the Luanda minority 
government. 


Chamutete is Huila Provine’s second largest city and was 
used as a logistics base for the enemy forces at Ongiva, 
on the Lubango-Massala-Pereira d'Eca lifeline. 


Fire began at 0515 and lasted until 0830 on 9 August 
1988. The enemy was put to flight, and 35 FAPLA 
soldiers and 15 Cubans were killed. Three |22-mm B-30 
guns, | BRDM-2 reconnaissance and assault vehicle, 16 
SAM-7's, 13 SAM-16's. 2 stocks [preceding word in 
English] of large quantities at AK-47's, missiles of vari- 
ous calibres, and RPG-7 rockets [preceding word in 
English] were captured. All this equipment is Soviet- 
made. 


Our forces found four food warchouses nd Cestroyed the 
Calomba hydroelectric power station, which supphed 
the city with water and electricity; several mining 
machines and equipment: and underg~ 1d fuel depots. 


Six FAPLA soldiers were captured. Our forces suffered 5 
casualties and . 3 wounded. 


Ovr free land or death' United we shall win' 
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FALA Claims Victory in Cuanza Norte Province 
MB1008084588 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0600 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[From the “Armed Forces” program] 


[Text] On 7 August 1988, FALA captured Cuimbe, in 
Zaire Province. The enemy fled, abandoning a number 
of dead cad wounded as well as considerable war equip- 
ment, including one B-10 gun. 


In Cuanza Norte Province on the same day, our forces 
captured Bula Atumba which was protected by FAPLA’s 
86th Brigade and forces of the 8th (?Military Region) 
forward command post. A total of 30 FAP!.A soldiers 
were killed and 2 captured. Our forces destroyed 15 
military trucks. 


Dos Santos Praises Portuguese Foreign Policy 
MB1008 143988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and wresident of the Peopie’s 
Republic of Angola, has expressed the belief that Portu- 
gal’s foreign policy is observing universally accepted 
principles governing the relations between sovereign 
States. 


In an interview with AFRICA NOTICIAS magazine, 
prblished yesterday, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
said the Portuguese Government currently has a more 
realistic and just official policy which takes into account 
new conditions, at least in Angoia’s case. The Angolan 
president said the level of understanding between Por- 
tugal and Angola (increased) considerably and that 
efforts have been made to (?improve) cooperation in 
fields such as economy, culture, sports and exchange of 


party delegations. 


However, he stressed the desire to increase bilateral 
relations words indistinct] the behavict of certain Por- 
tuguese sectors which remain hostile to the Feople's 
xepublic of Angola. 


In his interview with AFRICA NOTICIAS magazine— 
which we are quoting—Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos said he hoped a Democratic victory in the 
U.S. presidential elections in November will result in 
relations between the United States and African coun- 
tries. The Angolan head of state said that. should the 
Democrats win the U.S. presidential elections, they 
(?will have greater influence; over U.S. policy, notably 
with regard to southern African countries. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Dos Santos Meets With Congolese Ambassador 
MB1008153288 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] At Futungo de Belas in Luanda this morning, 
Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of the 
MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola, received Anatole Khondo, the Congolese 
ambassador to Angola. No details were disclosed about 
the nature of the issues discussed at the meeting. Yow- 
ever, it is believed that issues related to bilateral rela- 
tions and southwestern Africa's political situation were 


analyzed. 


People’s Assembiy To Hold S «-.0° . -26 Aug 
MB0608064788 Luanda ANGO © Fr. aca (900 GMT 
5 Aug 88 


[Text] Luanda, 5 Aug (ANGOP)— 1 ne fourth session of 
the Angolan People’s Assembly wil! be held in Luanda 
24-26 August under the chairmanship of President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. 


The proceedings will focus un the draft law for adjusting 
the law on the 1°88 general state budget and reports on 
implementing the national plan and on the 1987 state 
budget. 


Participants at the meeting will also discuss draft laws on 
Statistics and the adjustment of laws concerning the 
penal and civil codes, as well as military penal just’ -. 


Debates will also center on reports by work commuis- 
sions, Organizational issues, ratification of legal pro- 
cesses verbally approved by the People’s Assemoly 
Standing Commission, and the draft law on organization 
charts for provincial commissars. 


Commentary Views ‘D: * Cuban Presence 
MBO080808 1388 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockcrel in English to Southern and Central 
Africa 0640 GMT & Aug 88 


[Station commentary: “The Cudan Destabilizicig Facto.” ] 


[Text] With a miltary occupation force of close to 
50,000 Cuban troops on is soil, Angola today is the only 
African country with such a large number of forcign 
troops. As such, the large Cuban military presence in 
Angola is undoubtedly a cause of great concern and 
source of tension and instaoility in the southe: . African 
subregion in particular, and African in general. 


Apart fron (depriving) the Angolan people of their 
birthright to freedom and self-determination by sustain- 
ing the unpopular asd unelected MPLA regime ip power, 
Cuban troops are guilty of hideous acts against innocent 
and defenseless Angolan civilians, reminiscert of those 
committed .-y the Nazis during World War II, and which 
have transformed the country into a mass graveyard. 
Thirteen years have now passed since the arrival of 
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Cuban troops in Angola, but in all this period they have 
not succeeded in putting down the Angolan people's 
desire to be free and to create a democratic, prosperous, 
and just society. It is for the realization of this (?cause) 
that UNITA, under the wise and dedicated leadership of 
Dr Jonas Savimbi, is fighting. All UNITA wants is that 
Angolans should be left alone to sort out their own 
differences peacefully, without outside interference, in 
order to rebuild their country in peace and harmony. 


The past 13 years have shown just how much ready 
Angolans are prepared to sacrifice for the sake of their 
beloved motherland. More than 10,000 Cuban expedi- 
tionary troops have lost their lives during the period for 
a cause which is not theirs, but one which only benefits 
Fidel Castro and his brother, Defense Minister Raul 
Castro. 


The big question everyone is asking now is: How long 
will Fidel Castro go on with the brutal killing of innocent 
Angolans before he stops his death machine in Angola? 
Posterity and history will undoubtedly pass harsh judg- 
ment on the Cuban leader for his unpardonable crimes 
against humanity and his utter disregard for human life. 


Shortages Delay Oil Terminal Construction 
MB0708 145588 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 7 Aug 88 


[Text] The Angolan National Fuel Company oceanic 
terminal, under construction in Lobito district to stock 
fuel and lubricants will have 15 fuel storage tanks with a 
total capacity of about 53,000 cubic meters. The termi- 
nal, being built by an Italian company, will be equipped 
with var:ous systems to distribute fuel and lubricants via 
railroads, oil tankers, and drums. The complex will also 
be equipped with an automatic fire prevention system 
that will use sea water and chemical products, in view of 
the storage of inflammable products, such as diesel and 
gasoline. 


This project is worth about $40 million. In recent 
months, some delays in contruction have occurred due 
to a delay in the supply of materials from Italy, which 1s 
financing the project. 


Botswana 


Masire’s Plane ‘Mistaken’ for Enemy Aircraft 
MB1008201888 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1910 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] It has just been announced that the executive jet in 
which the president, Dr Quett Masire, was travelling over 
Angola on Sunday was mistaken for an enemy aircraft 
(?while flying) over Cuito, Bie, and shot an Angolan [5- 
second transmission break] [words indistinct] taking place 
in both countries to determine the exact circumstances 
under which the shooting took place. 
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Dr Masire’s new jet aircraft landed safely on Sunday this 
week after the shooting incident [words indistinct] where 
Dr Masire was due for a Frontline States meeting. All on 
board were safe but Dr Masire suffered lacerations on 
the back. His protocol officer, Bashi Ikitsing, also suf- 
fered minor injuries. On the presidential jet carrying the 
eight-member Botswana Government team was the min- 
ister of presidential affairs and public administration, 
Mr Ponatshego Kedikilwe, who later represented the 
president at the Luanda summit. 


At the time of the incident, it was announced in Gabo- 
rone, the presidential jet followed an international avia- 
tion route which had been duly cleared with the respon- 
sible authorities in Luanda. At approximately 4:23, at an 
altitude of 35,000 feet above sea level there was a loud 
explosion on the right-hand engine. The explosion dam- 
aged the right side of fuseiage, and the right side engine 
was completely separated from the aircraft. Fragments 
penetrated the cabin causing minor injuries to the back 
of the president and Mr Ikitsing. The president and Mr 
Ikitsing were on consecutive seats on the right side of the 
cabin. The Office of the President said at the time that 
the plane was travelling in northwesterly direction. The 
pilot descended the plane immediately and landed safely 
at 4:37 at Cuito, the capital of Bie. 


President Masire and members of his delegation, and 
crew also spent some time in Luanda with difficult 
communication problems with the home country until 
they arrived in Gaborone yesterday evening. A large 
crowd met the president last night in the capital at a 
gathering involving even opposition leaders at the Sir 
Seretse Kgama Airport along the route to the airport, and 
also the State House gates. Dr Masire told the large 
gathering at his official residence last night after prayers 
that he did not know what saved the Botswana team. 
President Masire said if it was not for God, then who else 
would have performed the miracle? 


Shot Down by Angolan Jet Fighter 
MB1108054688 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
0510 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] The Office of the President yesterday released a 
Statement on the emergency landing of the executive jet 
in which the president, Dr Quett Masire, was travelling 
on Sunday. The plane was mistaken for enemy aircraft 
while flying over Cuito, Bie and was shot by an Angolan 
jet fighter. 


The statement said investigations were taking place in 
both countries to determine the exact circumstances 
under which the shooting took place. 


President Masire’s new jet aircraft landed safely on 
Sunday this week after the shooting incident south of 
Luanda, where Dr Masire was due for a Frontline States 
meeting. All on board were safe, but President Masire 
suffered lacerations on the back. His protocol officer, Mr 
Bashi Ikitsing, also suffered minor injuries. 
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On the presidential plane carrying the eight Botswana 
Government team was the minister for presidential 
affairs and public administration, Mr Ponatshego Kedi- 
kilwe, who later represented the president at the Luanda 
summit. 


At the time of the incident, it was announced in Gabo- 
rone that the presidential jet followed and international 
civil aviation route, which had been duly cleared with 
the responsible authorities in Luanda. At approximately 
4:32 pm, at an altitude of 35,000 feet above sea level, 
there was a loud explosion of the right-hand engine. The 
explosion damaged the right fuselage, and the right side 
engine was completely separated from the aircraft. Frag- 
ments penetrated the cabin causing minor injuries to the 
back of President Masire and Mr Ikitsing. The president 
and Mr Ikitsing were in consecutive seats on the rights 
side of the cabin. 


The Office of the President said at the time the plane was 
travelling in a northwesterly direction. The pilots 
descended the plane immediately and landed safely at 
4:37 pm at Cuito, the capital of Bie. President Masire 
and members of his delegation and crew spent some time 
in Luanda until they arrived in Gaborone on Tuesday 
evening. Large crowds met the president on arrival at 
gatherings involving even opposition leaders at the Sir 
Seretse Khama Airport, along the route to the airport, 
and outside the State House gate. 


President Masire told the large gathering near his official 
residence after prayers that he did not know what saved 
the Botswana team. President Masire said if it were not 
God, then who else would have performed the miracle. 


Foreign Secretary Comments 
MB1008155588 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[From the “Focus of Africa” program] 


[Text] If the Botswana aircraft bearing the presidential 
party was flying in a zone where the Angolan authorities 
have warned all planes not to go, then what was it doing 
there? 


On the line to Botswana, Robin White asked (Samuel 
Mpachani), secretary for foreign affairs, if the Botswa- 
nan Government had clearance from the Angolans for 
the plane to fly on the path it was taking. [(Mpachani)] 
said what was done from Botswana was that permission, 
or clearance, was sought with the Angolan Government. 


[Begin recording] [White] And that clearance was given? 


[(Mpachani)] The clearance was given. Unfortunately, 
it’s always very difficult to communicate with Luanda. It 
was given through the Angolan Embassy in Lusaka and 
our embassy in Lusaka. 
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[White] Was it made absolutely clear by you on what 
path the plane would be travelling? 


{(Mpachani)] Yes, indeed. 


[White] Do you know that that message got clearly 
through to the authorities in Angola? 


{(Mpachani)]} Well, I cannot say absolutely it got through 
to the Angolan Government, because I wouldn't have 
been there. 


[White] Now, the implications of the Angolan statement 
were that they probably shot down the plane by accident. 


{(Mpachani)] Well, as for that, I can’t comment upon. 
[White] But it does seem likely from their staternent? 


{(Mpachani)} Well, as I say, I cannot comment on that 
because that’s really speculating. 


[White] Do you think that all this is going to become a 
matter of dispute between you and the Angolan Govern- 
ment, exactly what did happen to the plane? 


{[(Mpachani)] No, I shouldn't think so. | should think 
that the matter should be investigated through coopera- 
tion between the two governments. 


[White] But if you say that the plane had been cleared 
and they say it hadn't been cleared, that surely is a 
dispute? 


{(Mpachani)] Well, you didn’t read me any statement of 
the Angolan Government which said the plane had not 
been cleared. All you said was that there had been a 
statement issued indicating that the route had been 
closed to traffic. 


[White] But do you think it’s likely to sour relations between 
your government and the Angolan Government? 


{(Mpachani)] Well, as far as the government of Bots- 
wana, we do not see anything as of now which should 
lead to that. 


[White] If it transpired that they had shot the plane 
down, would you expect an apology from them? 


{[(Mpachani)}] Well, I would like to comment on that 
because, as I said before, the Government of Botswana 
does not know what caused the explosion to the plane. 


[White] Are you going to participate in the enquiry? 


{(Mpachani)] Yes, we expect that the Botswana author- 
ities will participate in an enquiry. 
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[White] All in all, don’t you think it’s going to prove 
rather embarrassing for both governments that one pres- 
ident is shot down by the government of another country 
on the way to a Frontline States’ meeting? 


[(Mpachani)] Well, you are leading me into an area of 
speculating because you are inferring that it is a fact that 
the plane was shot. [end recording] 


Government Receives Apology 
MB1108122088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] Angola has apologized to the Botswana Govern- 
ment for shooting at President Quett Masire’s jet en 
route to the Frontline States’ summit in Luanda. Bots- 
wana’s minister for presidential affairs has confirmed 
the apology. He says it was contained in a note in which 
the Angolan Government admitted to have mistaken the 
presidential jet for an enemy aircraft. The jet was shot at 
by an Angolan fighter jet over Cuito Bie, causing an 
explosion in one of the engines. Fragments penetrated 
the passenger cabin, injuring Masire and one of his aides. 


Lesotho 


RSA Role in Lekhanya Reinstatement Rejected 
MB0908 190788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1818 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] Maseru Aug 9 SAPA—The secretary of the Leso- 
tho village council, Mr Tom Thabane, today rejected a 
report in a morning Johannesburg newspaper that the 
chairman of the Military Council, Major-General Mets- 
ing Lekhanya, had been fired and restored to power by 
the SA Government. 


In a press interview, Mr Thabane said that the Lesotho 
Government had received the story “with an amount of 
shock and disbelief.” He said that if the story were not 
“so ugly’, the Lesotho authorities would have “laughed 
it off.” 


“The ugliness came from the fact that the newspaper is 
supposedly a paper written by black people in an inde- 
pendent country within South Africa geographically. 


“The Government of Lesotho has always expected the 
black people of South Africa to treat the Basothu people 
with commensurate respect,” Mr Thabane said. 


Mozambique 


U.S. Reporter Seeks Visa After Airspace Violation 
MB1008123288 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] A journalist, who violated Mozambican airspace 2 
weeks ago has now applied for a visa to visit the country 
legally. The journalist, William Claiborne of THE 
WASHINGTON POST, made his illegal flight into 
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Mozambique and visited an MNR bandit camp in the 
central district of Gorongosa. He was with three other 
newsmen, John Battersby of THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
and Spencer Reiss, and Mark Peters of NEWSWEEK. 


The plane carrying Mr Claiborne and his colleagues was 
transporting sophisticated radio communications equip- 
ment for the MNR terrorists, supplied by conservative 
American businessmen. 


A source in the Ministry of Information in Mozambique 
said that Mr Claiborne’s application will be studied by 
the appropriate authorities. 


Defense Minister Visits DPRK, Meets Officials 


For DPRK media accounts of Defense Minister General 
Alberto Joaquim Chipande’s visit to the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, including his talks with O 
Chin-u, minister of the DPRK's People’s Armed Forces, 
and his reception by Kim Il-song, president of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, and general 
secretary of the Korean Workers Party, see the North 
Korea section of the 10 August East Asia DAILY 
REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Mid-Level Experts Return From Studying in Cuba 
MBOS08 125288 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Excerpts] More than 200 nurses and mid-level experts 
trained in various sectors returned home yesterday after 
studying in Cuba. They have been trained in hydraulics, 
sugar technology, maritime transportation, agronomy, 
veterinary medicine, irrigation, drainage, construction, 
drafting, vegetable care, agricultural chemistry, statis- 
tics, planning, finance, and other sectors. They are 
currently staying at the Maputo railways sleeping quar- 
ters, awaiting assignment to the various ministries. 
Alberto Julai interviewed Borges Adelino Bunia, from 
Zambezia: 


[Begin recording] [Bunia] | went to Cuba in 1982 when I 
was 14. I studied veterinary medicine. Now | am here to 
serve the people. | will be available wherever the state 
assigns me to work. 


{Julai} What problems did you experience during the 
course? 


[Bunia] Our problem was that we worked under the 
Cuban system. We asked the ministry to send us notes ou 
the most common animal diseases in Mozambique. We 
wanted to write our dissertation based on our country’s 
conditions. However, the ministry never provided us 
with this material. In Cuba, we studied the Cuban 
system. 


[Julai] What animal diseases did you find in Cuba? 
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{Bunia] There are many diseases. The most common 
ones in Isle of Youth are (?lymphatic) disease, cirrhosis, 
and [word indistinct]. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Government Claims MNR Kills 21 Near Maputo 
MB1008 183588 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] South Africa’s MNR bandits have massacred 21 
people and wounded 22 others in an attack against the 
Sugar center of Malagua, around 75 km north of Maputo. 
Eyewitnesses say the raid took place in the small hours of 
the morning, when a force of bandits estimated at about 
(2300), attacked the Malagua workers’ quarters. Many of 
them were young boys of no more than 12 years o!d. 


The terrorists began by burning the huts of [words 
indistinct] living close to Malagua. Then, they burst into 
the workers’ quarters, [words indistinct] to death. A 
26-year-old technician form Malagua, Antonio Moque, 
said that the bandits just went wild with guns and shot 


the people. 


Beira Pipeline ‘Cut’ 
MB1008151988 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Mozambique’s national news agency reports 
MNR guerrillas have killed 21 people in an attack on a 
town north of Maputo. AIM says about 400 MNR 
guerrillas attacked the town of Malacha early Tuesday. 
The agency says 22 people were also injured in the 
attack. 


Meanwhile, MNR rebels say they have killed 20 govern- 
ment soldiers, destroyed 5 patrol boats, and cut an oil 
pipeline in a series of attacks on Monday. A statement 
distributed in Lisbon by the rebels says the soldiers were 
killed on the port of Maputo. They say a section of the 
pipeline between Zimbabwe and the Mozambican Port 
of Beira was blown up the same day. 


‘Armed Bandit Group’ Kills 2, Abducts 33 in Gaza 
MB0908063788 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] At dawn on Sunday, an armed bandit group 
attacked Marien Ngouabi communal village in the out- 
skirts of Xai-Xai city in Gaza Province, hacking 2 
persons to death and abducting 33 others. Citing sources 
in the Gaza provincial capital, AIM says that most of 
those abducted are students at the communal village's 
high and handicraft schools. The sources added that the 
bandit group was 150-strong, and plundered property 
belonging to the residents. 


One of the survivors of the attack told AIM that the 
criminals wore camouflage uniforms similar to the type 
issued to the Mozambique Armed Forces with the aim of 
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deceiving the village’s vigilance. The Xai-Xai police 
force mounted a hot pursuit operation, freeing five of the 
abducted civilians. AIM reports that the situation has 
returned to normal. 


100 MNR Rebels Reported Killed in Clashes 
MBO0508 154688 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Mozambique Government is claiming some 
fresh successes against MNR rebels in various parts of 
the country. They say nearly 100 rebels have been killed 
in clashes in the past week. But it seems that no sooner 
do Frelimo forces launch an offensive in one area, for 
example in the northwestern province of Zambezia, than 
rebels crop up to cause trouble elsewhere. From Maputo, 
Dan Moiane telexed this report: 


According to the military, the clashes occurred between 
Wednesday last week and Wednesday this week in 8 of 
Mozambique’s 10 provinces. A total of 36 of the rebels 
were killed in Zambezia Province, 14 in Inhambane, 11 
in Tete, and the remainder in the province of Manica, 
Sofala, Nampula, Gaza, and Maputo. It seems clear from 
these figures that heavy fighting is still continuing in 
parts of Zambezia, despite the recent announcement by 
the Army that it has retaken virtually all the districts 
captured by the MNR in 1986. 


Although no mention is made of the situation in north- 
ern Cabo Delgado Province, travellers from there reach- 
ing Maputo recently, have spoken of increased rebel 
activity in areas near the provincial capital, Pemba. 


At the same time, government successes in Zambezia, 
where Tanzanians are also helping in the fight against the 
MNR, have caused two major problems. Firstly, the 
security situation in Nampula, to the north, has become 
worse, apparently, because many rebels manage to flee 
the government onslaught and cross into the province. 
Even the recent capture of several key MNR camps in 
parts of Nampula does not appear to have helped to 
remedy the worsening security situation. 


The second problem brought about by the offensive in 
Zambezia is that of relief assistance to thousands of 
peasants freed from rebel hands. In its estimates last 
March for food and other relief aid to the international 
community, the government did not include thousands 
of people in rebel-controlled areas of Zambezia. Now 
that most of them are free, the question has arisen of how 
to feed and cloth them, as they are not covered by the 
present appeal for international relief aid. 
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Council of Ministers Discusses Draft Laws 
MB0908 184788 Mapuio Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 9 Aug 


[Text] The Council of Ministers of the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique held its | 3th ordinary session in Maputo 
today. The session's agenda included: an examination of 
the prime minister's visit to Tete Province and tasks for 
the Council of Ministers; an assessment of the social 
impact of the implementation of the economic rehabili- 
tation program and measures to be adopted by relevant 
departments; the examination and approval of the draft 
law on heritage protection to be submitted to the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly; the examination and approval of the 
Craft resolution to ratify the OAU convention of 10 
September 1969 on refugees in Africa to be submitted to 
the People’s Assembly; the examination and approval of 
the draft resolution to ratify the additional protocol to 
the Geneva Convention of 31 January 1967 on the 
refugee status to be submitted to the People’s Assembly; 
and examination and approval of the draft decree on 
entertainment. 


Republic of South Africa 


Commentary Urges Peace After Angolan Cease-Fire 
MB1108053888 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 11 Aug 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The Angolan cease-fire has not only paved the 
way for an international settlement of the South-West 
African dispute but also for an end to the civil war in 
Angola. The war is now in its |4th year. Three parties 
were involved when the war began in 1975: the MPLA, 
UNITA and the FNLA [Angolan Nationa! Liberation 
Front}. In January 1975, these three parties had agreed at 
a meeting with the Portuguese Government in Alvor, 
Portugal to form a transitional government to take 
Angola into independence on November the | 1th that 
year. The MPLA, however, smuggled in large quantities 
of armaments supplied by the Soviet Union via the 
neighboring Congo and used these to expel the FNLA 
and UNITA from Luanda. These two movements there- 
upon launched a civil war against the MPLA, which in 
violation of the Alvor agreement, was in sole charge of 
the government in Luanda on independence day. 


The FNLA, which—led by Holden Roberto—was the 
original Angolan movement to challenge Portuguese 
rule, has since disappeared from the scene. But, 
UNITA—led by Jonas Savimbi—has gone from strength 
in the past 13 years. UNITA effectively controls a large 
area of Angola in which it has established a governmen- 
tal structure and an economic infrastructure, including 
an agricultural industry whose output is more than that 
of the rest of Angola combined. The area of UNITA 
control, which comprises about one-third of the total 
area of Angola, is in the southeast of the country. Unable 
to counter UNITA on its own, the MPLA government 
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has recruited increasing numbers of soldiers from Cuba. 
The first Cuban contingent—250 men—arrived in 
Angola in June 1975; their numbers have since increased 
to an estimated $0,000. 


The MPLA also received military support form the 
Sovie' Union, East Germany, and other communist 
countries, and a large proportion of SWAPO personnel 
in Angola are integrated into that country’s Armed 
Forces. UNITA, on the other hand, has received support 
from the United States, South Africa, and several Afni- 
can countries. UNITA is not party to the cease-fire 
agreement announced this week but ts directly affected 
by it. The key factor in this regard 1s the stance of Cuba. 
As the multigovernment negotiations continue in the 
wake of the cease-fire, the emphasis will fall on the 
withdrawal of Cuban troops—in all likelihood, initially 
northwards to positions well-removed from UNITA’s 
bases and, eventually, from Angola altogether. In this 
period of great sensitivity, it is imperative that Cuba 
demonstrates integrity in her commitment to the cease- 
fire and to the withdrawal process. Aggressive action by 
Cuba could wreck the present peace initiative. 


In this present period of sensitivity, the supporters of 
both the MPLA and the UNITA are likely to keep their 
options open in respect of future support. But the 
ultimate objective must be the withdrawal by all foreign 
governments of any support that can encourage and 
further internal conflict in Angola. In the final analysis, 
the need is for the MPLA and UNITA to come together 
and resolve their problems so that they can work in 
unison for a united nation in Angola. This, in turn, 
would remove from the subcontinent the biggest desta- 
bilizing element that is retarding social and economic 
progress in southern Africa. 


‘Special’ Russian Broadcast on Angola Cease-Fire 
LD1108110488 Johannesburg International Service 
in Russian 1546 GMT 10 Aug &8 


[Text] [Announcer] This is Radio South Africa from 
Johannesburg in South Africa. This is a special broadcast 
in Russian. 


The fact that South Africa and the Soviet Union are the 
principal participants in the peace process was clearly 
demonstrated in the course of the last few weeks during 
talks which last week led to the Geneva agreement on a 
cease-fire, an end to the war in Angola, and on preparing 
the ground for the independence of South-West Africa, 
or Namibia, as it is known. Proceeding from a position 
of economic, technological, and military strength, South 
Africa has vividly demonstrated that its participation ts 
essential in any attempt to resolve regional conflicts in 


the sou part of the African continent, where the 
Ango! t is the most serious threat to peace and 
stabil! region. On the other hand, the dominant 
foreign n Angola is the Soviet Union. For many 
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years, it has supplied Angola with weapons worth thou- 
sands of millions of dollars. and also provided the 
FAPLA organization with several hundred military 
advisers. 


In 1975, at the Soviet Union's behest, enormous Cuban 
military detachments were sent to Angola to support the 
Angolan Government against the other two political 
opponents ard claimants to power—UNITA and the 
FNLA. For the Kremlin bosses, the inclusion of Angola 
among their allies was a major achievement. For the first 
time they were able to gain a firm foothold in this 
Strategically important couniry. Afier this, in the words 
of George Shultz, U.S. secretary of state, a wider—more 
precisely, East-West—aspect was introduced into this 
hitherto regional conflict. Acting on these sentiments, 
the Reagan Administration took upon itself the task of 
securing the withdrawal of Cuban Armed Forces from 
Angola. In this context, it seems that two main events are 
of special significance for the plans to bring peace to 
Angola, and to ensure Namibia's independence. 


The first event was the decisive victory of the joint South 
African and UNITA troops in the struggle against the 
joint Cuban and FAPLA forces, which occurred in 
southern Angola at the end of last year and the beginning 
of this year. This was the Cuban and FAPLA detach- 
ments’ biggest offensive against UNITA, and it ended 
with the most serious defeat. The enormous losses of the 
joint Cuban and FAPLA forces, not just in terms of 
soldiers killed but also in terms of military hardware, fall 
far short of revealing the full cost of this unsuccessful 
offensive against UNITA. It is assessed that hidden costs 
could absorb Angola’s whole military budget for 1988 
and 1989. - 


The second important event was the Soviet preference 
for achieving a resolution ot regional conflicts by means 
of agreements. The Soviet troop pull-out from Afghani- 
stan could, historically speaking, prove to be a culminat- 
ing point in Moscow's postwar foreign policy. The occu- 
pations of Afghanistan and Angola—at the invitation of 
what are clearly puppet government regimes in these 
countries—are basically similar. They serve to support 
governments which came to power through the use of 
force, which have never risked testing their support 
among the people through elections, and which are still 
not in a position to exert their authority outside the 
urban centers. It is an indisputable fact tht the protracted 
Angolan conflict costs the Soviet Union thousands of 
millions of dollars in military equipment and personnel. 
After 13 years, results are almost imperceptible. The 
resistance to the Luanda MPLA government in the form 
of the UNITA military organization is now stronger than 
ever before. Thus, the chances of victory on the battle- 
field remain small. 


The sole solution in such a situation is an agreement 
reached through talks from which none of the parties will 
be emerge as losers. In the course of the talks, proposals 
were made for de-internationalizing the conflict. There 
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are indications that the Soviet Union has ordered the 
Cuban delegation taking part in the talks to agree to 
peace, and a troop pull-out from Angola. In the final 
analysis, the removal of this mighty foreign force will 
prepare the ground for the independence of Namibia 
and. consequently, for greater stabilization in the whole 
of the southern part of the African Continent. 


IP’s Worrall Warns Against Isolationist View 
MBO0908 132188 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 9 Aug 88 p 12 


[By Erik Larsen] 


[Text] There was an enormous temptation among White 
South Africans to want to “close the door” on the world, 
said the leader of the Independent Party [IP],.Dr Denis 
Worrall, yesterday. 


Addressing Rand Afrikaans University students on 
International Perceptions of South Afmca, Dr Worrall 
said the Conservative Party and, to a certain degree, the 
National Party, were guilty of trying to shut out the 
world. 


There were three reasons why South Africa should 
remain “part of the world.” Firstly, it needed the world 
from a trading point of view. 


Secondly, South Africa was part of the worid from a 
Western value point of view and one should not fall into 
the trap of accepting non-Western standards. 


Finally, the world would continue to debate South Africa 
as it was regarded as the major international moral 
problem of the 20th Century “and we might as well take 
part in that debate.” 


He also compared British and American perceptions of 
South Africa. “Britons have a framework in which they 
can place our problems and they have understanding for 
our problems.” 


There was an enormously powerful network of links 
between Britain and this country. Between seven and 
nine million Britons had some or other “live” connec- 
tion with South Africa. 


The British business community also had strong links 
with this country and they wanted to “see things work 
out in South Africa”. 


British public opinion was also reflected in Mrs Margaret 
Thatchers’ pro-South African stance, he said. 


In America, South Africa was regarded as a moral issue. 
Americans had very limited knowledge of South Africa 
and tended to base their perceptions of the Black Amer- 
ican civil rights movement. 
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Dr Worrall said Black Americans wanted to reestablish 
links with Blacks in Africa. “And what better country 
than South Africa. It is the most developed in Africa and 
it is the country with the greatest promise. They feel that 
here is a moral problem they must do something about.” 


Dealing with the film Cry Freedom, Dr Worrall said the 
government's action had caused tremendous harm to its 
image overseas and had embarrassed Margaret Thatcher 
and Ronald Reagan. 


Had the government wanted to act against the film, it 
should have banned it before it went on circuit. But for 
the police to seize it shortly before going on circuit was a 
blunder. 


Dr Worrall said there were too many “small incider.ts” 
like the Cry Freedom issue and these were resulting in 
South Africa losing credibility overseas. 


On the question of the PFP’s call for the unification of 
the “creative opposition”, Dr Worrall said the Indepen- 
dent Party had repeatedly stressed the importance >of 
working Out a basis of co-operation within the creative 


opposition. 


However, he stressed, such a basis should cut across the 
political colour line and establish a new political force 
which, in effect, would take the place of the National 
Party and neutralise the Conservative Party. 


PFP’s De Beer Discusses Party Policy, Objectives 
MBO0808 144488 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 7 Aug 88 


[Interview with PFP leader Dr Zac de Beer by Andre le 
Roux on the “Network” program; date and place not 
given—recorded] 


[Text] [Le Roux] Dr de Beer, you have just taken over 
the leadership of the PFP. Where will you begin as 
leader? 


[De Beer] The beginning must involve the principles for 
which we stand. Equality, individuality, freedom. and 
supremacy of the law are the basic principles on which 
our party has been built, and we will continue to build on 
them. There certainly is much to be done, but the 
principles remain constant. 


[Le Roux] ‘fou say much work lies ahead. It was clear at 
your congress last week that there is intensive soul- 
searching within the party. How are you going to handle 
that, given the apparent loss of voter faith in the party? 


[De Beer] Any party that suffered the setbacks we did last 
year has to examine itself. | am happy to see our people 
are doing just that. They are doing it openly and coura- 
geously. It is a good beginning, but nothing more than a 
beginning. A strategy is needed now to decide where we 
have to concentrate—the party is not in a position to 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


contest every constituency in the country immediately— 
and where to get our resources, and where to spend them. 
collecting party funds and that kind of thing are tactical 
Issues. 


{Le Roux] What kind of support does the party have 
now” 


[De Beer] Surveys of those supporting our principles 
show that support remains strong. What happened 1s 
that other organizations that stand for close to the same 
ideals as the PFP have attracted considerable numbers of 
people. I bear them no grudge, but | see no sense in us or 
them opposing each other. 


{Le Roux] | would like to return to the party ideal, as 
Stated at the congress, of a united democratic movement 
to the left of the government. Can you explain why your 
party has reached this stage of comparative stagnation” 


{De Beer] That is difficult to say. We did suffer a defeat 
last year, and even then the reasons were not very clear, 
except that the government's onslaught on the PFP was 
very effective, in their view. It may be that we tried too 
hard to spell out a policy, and in doing that allowed the 
clarity of our principles to be glossed over. It could be 
that a more direct emphasis on our basic principles is the 
remedy we need. History has shown, however, that we 
Ought to have an opportunity like never before. Apart- 
heid’s collapse is creating an opportunity, and we must 
take it. 


[Le Roux] Doctor, how important to you is maintaining 
the party identity of the PFP in the future? A resolution 
saying the party is prepared to abandon its identity in 
order to unite with the left was accepted at your party 
congress. 


[De Beer] Party loyalty is important, but | will never 
place party loyalty above loyalty to principles. Our 
highest goal should be the principles for the type of South 
Afmca we want. 


{Le Roux] Dr de Beer, at the congress it appeared that 
there are cardinal differences in the party on basic issues, 
tyke defense. Surely the party must overcome these 
differences in order to promote its image. Why do you 
have a situation where one group of people are prepared 
to support the opposition to national service, while 
others—the vast majority—feel the opposite? How are 
you going to solve those problems? 


{De Beer] Well, you have used the word cardinal, and 
you have framed the question in the way you wanted to. 
It is true that there are differences of opinion in our party 
over national service, over how it should be applied, and 
what the alternatives to national service should be. You 
call these cardinal issues in South African politics. | 
believe the cardinal issues in our politics are rather those 
of human rights, freedom, the question of detention 
without trial, and that kind of thing. I admit it 1s true 
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that our people differ over the technical details of how to 
deal with national service, how to apply it. Our people 
must debate the matter. We allow that. 


[Le Roux] What is your personal view on the role of the 
Defense Force? 


[De Beer] The Defense Force is necessary for defending 
the country, as in any country. It must be used in the 
most effective and most cost-effective manner possible. 


{Le Roux] What do you tell your supporters? Should they 
participate in the defense of the country, or not? 


[De Beer] Everyone should be prepared to fulfill their duties 
under the law of the country. At present, the law allows 
certain people who have religious objections to do service 
other than military service. There is a very good case for 
that, and I support it. But there are other people whose 
objections may not necessarily be religious, but, neverthe- 
less, are justified objections. They should also be allowed to 
do alternative service. Exactly what that service should be, 
and how long it should last, are matters which can be 
debated. I am of the opinion that alternative service should 
last longer than military service. 


{Le Roux} Doctor, let us look at the mac« ‘constitutional 
scene. What is the PFP policy on an eventual constitu- 
tional dispensation for this country? 


[De Beer] It is based on our three principles, which | 
have repeated several times now. I do not believe one 
can say to any South African: You are inferior, you 
cannot have the same civil rights enjoyed by other 
citizens. That is the beginning. Second, you try to create 
Structures im such a manner that there is maximum 
choice, maximum freedom. Third, there must be respect 
for the law and the legal process. 


[Le Roux] PFP policy is often—sometimes wrongly. 
sometimes rightly, | think-—interpreted as one that leads 
to a one man, one vote system. Your comment? 


[De Beer] It depends on the sense in which one uses the 
words, one ma, one vote. It is true we believe every 
adult citizens of South Africa must have the vote. We 
believe this must take place under a protective constitu- 
tion, with entrenched clauses which ensure one person's 
freedom does not interfere with that of another, that will 
ensure one person's freedom is not misused to the 
detriment of another. But this party stands for universal 
suffrage. That has been the case for the past 10 years. 


{Le Roux] Doctor, can you be more explicit on how you 
view majority interest against minority interest. 


[De Beer] Do you mean, how I view the question of a 
majority that could probably suppress the minority? 
This suppression should be prevented by law, the con- 
stitution, entrenched clauses of the constitution, and the 
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charter of human rights in it. You can do it by federal- 
izing or decentralizing your power, to make it difficult 
for tyranny to occur. These are the protections you can 
include in a just dispensation. 


{Le Roux] Doctor, you are from the business worid. You 
publicly propagated clear economic perspectives several 
times. But it appears the business world—especially now 
through publications it sponsors and strongly supports— 
iS exerting more influence on the political scene. Is your 
coming to the party from the business world indicative 
of this? 


[De Beer] Not at all. My presence way back in politics 
was a highly personal decision I have taken myself. 
There is no indication and there shouldn't be any 
thought that I am delegated by the business world to 
participate in politics. It's just not like that. As far as the 
first part of the remark is concerned, | admit that 
business people have spoken Gut more on political topics 
now than in the past. Political events are adversely 
affect, the Scuth African business world and its activ- 
its and that 1s why the business world reacted. I don't 
belie ve they want to politicize themselves. I don't believe 
South Africa’s business people are intersted in becoming 
party politicians, but they are warning the government 
against the dangers ir which it places the country’s 
economy as a result of its actions. 


{Le Roux] You are back into the party and politics. How 
are you going to settle into parliamentary politics? Are 
you looking for a seat... 


{De Beer, interrupting] I think one would have to go to 
Parliament in the foreseeable future. It is difficult to lead 
a parliamentary party from outside Parliament. It 1s 
beneficial not to be in Parliament for probably the next 
few months because there is a lot of work to the done in 
the constituencies and around the country. But, as I said, 
I should be in Parliament within a reasonable period of 
time. 


[Le Roux] Naturally, there 1s a mechanism enabling you 
to be nominated to Parliament by your party. Will you 
use that method? 


[De Beer] | won't exclude any chances. | am keeping my 
options open. In fact, it's preferable to get there another 
way than to be nominated. 


{Le Roux] How do you view your party's chances in a 
possible election within the next 18 months? 


[De Beer] We will know more after the October munic- 
ipal elections. As you correctly said, things were bad for 
us in the past. I have a feeling that the party is getting its 
act together and is continuing meaningfully. In a humble 
way, | am expecting to see improvements. 


{Le Roux] Doctor, thank you very much. 
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PFP Urges Changes To Escape ‘Creeping Poverty’ 
MB1008070088 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] The new leader of the Progressive Federal Party, 
Dr Zach de Beer, says South Africa has to change its 
attitudes and policies in order to escape from creeping 
poverty and to get back on the road to prosperity. 
Addressing a public meeting in Cape Town, Dr de Beer 
says that since 1981 the income of the a.erage South 
african had cecreased by 11 percent in real terms. The 
economic growth that would follow as a result of changed 
attitudes and policies would make it possible to meet the 
needs of education and housing. Dr de Beer said the PFP 
was completely committed to dealing effectively with 
Ordinary crime and political violence. The protection 
that South Africans deserved had to be provided in the 
first place by the police force, which had to be adequate 
in Strength, systems and equipment. The borders had to 
be defended by an efficient and adequate army. He said 
the long term solution to crime lay in minimizing unem- 
ployment and poverty through prosperity. through 
dirainishing ignorance and suspicions, and by eliminat- 
ing alienation and anti-social feelings, by giving every 
South African proper stake in society. 


PFP’s Unified Left Proposal Receives Support 
MB0808083 188 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] White liberal politicians are looking to form a 
united opposition left of government. Independent Party 
leader Denis Worrall, and the National Democratic 
Movement’s Wynand Malan have both come out in 
support of a proposition made at the PFP Federal 
Congress. While the PFP said it was willing to merge 
with other liberal elements, Worrall has called for a 
realignment of forces across the color line to draw 
support away from the National Party. Malan says he he 
iS against unification simply for unification sake, adding 
that the first requirement would be to bridge the gap 
between parliamentary and extraparliamentary groups. 


Academic Criticizes PFP Constitutional Policy 
MB0608 113788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0939 GMT 6 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town August 5 SAPA—The P 

Federal Party's constitutional policy failed to e. 

port because it echoed the National Party's concern with 
groups and own affairs, Prof Andre du Toit, UCT 
[University of Cape Town] political scientist told the 
party's federal congress today. 


He said that the Freedom Charter was gaining general 
acceptance by groups and organisations because it 
sought to answer the central political problem of nation 
building. 
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The PFP’s policy was no longer, as its qualified franchise 
policy of the 70’s was, at the heart of serious political 
debate in South Africa because it was difficult to believe 
that the discussion of group rights and minority vetoes 
was al the heart of political discussion in SA. 


The party's policy aiso tried to find an answer to the 
wrong problem. 


The policy had a sound overall approach and on face 
value stood up well to others such as the Freedom 
Charter and the National Party’s which were both more 
problematic and basically flawed. 


In terms of current South African politics however, these 
had far greater impact on the political realities of South 
Africa. 


The reason was that the NP was in power and could 
implement its tricameral system with all its defects and 
go ahead with the misbegotten national council. 


The congress movements and extraparliamentary bodies 
also suffered the disadvantages of not being in power but 
had more import in South African politics. 


“All sorts of bodies are adopting the Freedom Charter 
but it’s not happening to the PFP’s policy.” 


This was because it did not have the same political “sex 
appeal” the charter had. 


“Therefore lack of political power is not the whole 
explanation. 


“Why not? One suggestion flows from comparison with 
the charter. 


“The PFP’s solution flows from a different diagnosis of 
what the political problem in South Africa is ail about: 
conflict that needs resolution. 


“It is what the principles set out to do—providing an 
alternative to violence is the central focus of the negoti- 
ation process.” 


Although he did not dispute that it was a problem that 
needed to be faced, Prof du Toit said the main problem 
the charter answered was not conflict but the building of 
a nation. 


It spoke of “the people” (with which he had some 
problems) and “the nation”, for and on behalf of them. 


“A positive view of South Africa is proyected.” 


The PFP adopted a defensive tone and ended up speak- 
ing of groups who were parties to the conflict. These 
groups were also conceptually unclear as to whether they 
were cultural, ethnic, ideological or political groups. 


FBIS-AFR-88-155 
11 August 1938 


“It echoes the NP’s concern with groups and own affairs 
and focuses on identities and conflict between them, not 
what may arise from the identities: a new nation. 


“I believe we must think ahead of building a new South 
African nation and not resolving conflicts,” Prof du Toit 
said. 


Black Sash Criticizes NP’s ‘*Ham-Handed’ Rule 
MB0908 131988 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
9 Aug 88 p 4 


[By Joyce Harris, leader of Black Sash in Transvaal 
region] 


[Text] This government should take a long, hard look at 
itself. Perhaps it would then be good enough to inform 
the long-suffering public whether it can find any connec- 
tion between its actions and reason, logic, sanity, human- 
ity and any understanding of the situation into which it 
has dragged South Africa. 


Certainly it is difficult, if not impossible, for anyone 
outside the ever-narrowing corridors of power to dis- 
cover a connection. 


The Group Areas Amendment Bill, the Squatters 
Amendment Bill and the Slum Clearance Amendment 
Bill are on the Order Paper. 


These are all designed to control with the utmost severity 
where people live, in the process destroying existin; 
homes and evicting people who have nowhere else to go. 


The Government has become more hardnosed than ever 
in its pursuit of apartheid, which it itself has declared 
dead. 


The recognition of a few open areas, not for any human- 
itarian motives but because it is incapable of unscram- 
bling the egg, is a recipe for overcrowding, exploitation 
and the creation of those very conditions it professes to 
be seeking to prevent slums, squatting and fudged group 
areas. 


Only the total abolition of the Group Areas Act will 
begin to provide the opportunity to house the homeless 
and avoid slums, although in itself it is insufficient to 
solve the crisis of homelessness. 


But faced with such a crisis the solution settled upon by 
the Government is to destroy existing housing! 


To demolish shelters, no matter how pitiful, which 
people have erected for their families, is not only inhu- 
man, it is also totally illogical. Upgrading existing hous- 
ing, combined with the allocation and servicing of suffi- 
cient land, is part of the answer. 
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So much for the Government's handling of the housing 
problem—eviction, demolition, denial of meaningful access 
to the courts, influx control without even the few protective 
rights which existed before it was “abolished”. 


Then there is the ever-recurring issue of freedom of the 
press, which the Government obviously believes should 
be only as free as conforms with its own requirements. 
And so it bans and muzzies and closes down and now it 
iS attempting to make all journalists register so that it can 
arbitrarily withhold their jobs if they talk out of turn. 


It is presently having a rethink because it professes not to 
have meant what it said or said what it meant, but there 1s 
no guarantee these restrictions will not be implemented. 


And what an unbelievable hash has been made over the 
film “Cry Freedom”. It was always perfectly obvious 
that this film would never be seen by the general public. 
It points too strong a finger at the Government and its 
methods. 


But one would be hard put to find a more ham-handed 
method of withdrawing it from the public gaze than the 
invasion of cinemas by the police. 


In any other “democratic” country Ministers of State 
responsible for such behaviour would feel constrained to 
resign, but here they continue to draw enormous salaries, 
enjoy ail the perks of the job and the rewards of a golden 
handshake should they ever remove themselves from the 
scene. 


It is therefore not surprising that they have become 
incapable of evaluating the repercussions of their actions 
or recognising the inhumanity, illogicality and down- 
right menace of so much that they do. 


The Nationalist Government has destroyed this country. 
The economy is or the skids. Race relations are worsen- 
ing by the day. Violence is endemic. There is no freedom. 
Everyone's rights are curtailed. 


But with its control of the media, especially radio and 
television, it is apparently still able to brainwash the 
public into believing that security lies in its hands, that it 
is blameless and hard-done-by, always right, knows all 
the answers and thai the only threat to the country is 
from the right and the extreme left. 


The Opposition should get its befuddled, divided house 
in order, work together and get this Government out 
replacing it with a consortium that can try to right the 
wrongs perpetrated by 40 years of National Party rule. 
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UDF, COSATU, Business Group Issue Statement 
MBO0708172688 Jonannesburg SAPA in English 
1727 GMT 7 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 7 SAPA—Agreement on a 
post-apartheid society in which the current polarisation 
could be overcome was reached ai a meeting of the 
United Democratic Front and COSATU at the weekend. 


In a joint statement today, a spckesman said: “An 
alliance of some 40 business and professional leaders 
held a workshop with 40 representatives of labour and 
community organisations of the democratic front out- 
side Johannesburg” at the weekend. 


“The workshop was part of the business group's ongoing 
consultative process aimed at exploring issues affecting 
the performance of the economy. Among the issues 
discussed were current labour legislation, human rights 
and democracy, the state of emergency and the munici- 
pal elections. The participants accepted the inevitability 
= structural change in a socio-political and economic 
ield. 


“There was agreement on a need for the transformation 
to a post-apartheid society in which the current polari- 
sation could be overcome.” 


Metalworkers’ Employee, Employer Groups Meet 
MB1008073188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0716 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 10 SAPA—For the first time 
since the start of the metalworkers strike last Wednesday 
both the employer and employee groups met, but yester- 
day's meeting was to discuss employers’ allegations of 
violence and intimidation. Discussions were also held on 
the application of interdicts for the eviction of striking 
employees from the workplace. 


A statement by the executive director of the Steel and 
Engineering Industries Federation of South Africa 
(SEIFSA), Mr Brian Angus, said the projected value of 
production in the industry for 1988 was expected to be 
R36 billion. Just over one per cent (113 companies) of 
nearly 9,000 companies in the industry had been hit by 
the strike which enters its eighth day today. 


“Assuming that companies affected by the strike are 
managing to maintain between 50 and 60 percent of 
normal production levels, it is estimated that the strike is 
now costing R3.5 million a day in lost production.” 
SEIFSA said yesterday the situation remained 
unchanged from Monday with 15,400 workers on strike. 
A total of 847 employees were reported to have been 
dismissed from two companies. 


National Union of Metalworkers of SA (NUMSA) 
spokesman, Mr Jeff Schreiner, said yesterday the strike 
had continued to gain momentum with 31,083 workers 
involved at 180 factories. Another 380 workers had been 
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dismissed yesterday, saisung the total number of those 
who had lost their jobs since the start of the strike on 
Wednesday to more than 1.647, he said. 


“Standard Telephone Cables has again moved to evict 
workers. A total of 150 workers were locked out at the 
British Doughty Company because they were singing. 
and Hart employees in Alrode were threatened with 
eviction because they were also singing,” Mr Schreiner 
said. He said settlements had been concluded with over 
100 companies, including David Brown Gear Industries, 
General Electric (GEC), Fenner, John Deare and Anglo 
Dutch. Many of these companies had agreed to wage 
increases higher than the 23 per cent demanded by the 
unions, he said. 


Siemens Metalworkers Return to Work 10 Aug 
MB1008 100088 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1003 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 10 SAPA—The International 
Metalworkers Federation [IMF] today concluded a wage 
deal with the giant Siemens Group for wage increases 
ranging from 56 to 80 cents an hour and striking employ- 
ees at their plants have returned to work today, the IMF 
said. 


An IMF spokesman. Mr Brian Fredericks, told SAPA 
that between 2000 and 2600 workers returned after the 
company had made their wage proposals. He added that 
the wage increases would be back-dated to July |. Mr 
Fredericks said there were still between 28.000 and 
29,000 workers engaged in the strike which entered its 
eighth day today. 


About 180 companies have been affected by the stop- 
page, the IMF said. Yesterday the employer organisa- 
tion, the Steel and Engineering Industries Federations of 
South Africa [SEIFSA], said only 113 companies were 
affected and estimated that 15,400 workers were 
involved in strike action. 


Also yesterday, the National Union of Metalworkers of 
South Africa said deals separate to SEIFSA had been 
concluded at more than 100 companies. SEIFSA were 
not immediately able to comment on the metalworkers’ 
claims. 


A spokesman from SEIFSA told SAPA that his organi- 
zation had only been informed of three companies in the 
employer organization who were prepared to deal with 
the unions at floor level. He said the number of 100 
companies which had concluded agreements with IMF 
member unions could only be speculation on the part of 
SEIFSA. The spokesman added that there could be a 
number of ci.apanies which were prepared to deal 
directly with the strikers without informing SEIFSA. 


SEIFSA were not able to say which three companies had 
informed the federation of separate negotiations, as 
SEIFSA had agreed not to name them. 
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COSATU Urges Merger Against Attack on Labor 
MB1008 115488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1150 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 10 SAPA—The Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (COSATU) has urged the 
National African Congress of Trade Unions (NACTU) 
to form a unified front against attacks on the labour 
movement. 


In a message to NACTU at its annual congress. 
COSATU said the labour movement in particular and 
the democratic movement in general was under intensi- 
fied attack from the ruling class. 


“The spectrum of attacks range from the state of emer- 
gency, mass detentions, press curbs, the occupation of 
townships by the SADF and the destabilisation of the 
frontline states to wage freezes, privatisation, deregula- 
tion, the new labour bill, mass dismissals and lock-outs. 


“These attacks have created a climate where shadowy 
right wing forces have launched a devastating attack 
aimed at physically smashing the democratic movement 
through bombings and through the rise of vigilantes and 
death squads,” the message said. 


To resist these attacks required “the unbreakable unity 
of the working class and all oppressed and peace-loving 
people” in South Africa. 


“We in COSATU are firmly committed to achieving a 
single federation on the basis of one union—one indus- 
try. Experience has shown us that only powerful organi- 
zation can defend and advance working class interests 


against monopoly capitalism and apartheid. 


“We understand that NACTU has also committed itself 
to one federation,” the message said, adding: “Thus we 
believe that there is a public commitment from all to the 
principle of one federation based on a merger of unions 
operating in the same industrial sector, rather than vague 
arrangemezits of cooperation and coexistence.” 


COSATU said it believes that not much was gained by a 
public debate on the issue of unity “but on practical 
actions that will build working class unity as demon- 
strated by the present strike by thousands of metalwork- 
ers,” it added. 


Western Cape U Suspends Classes 
MB080807 1788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0546 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 8 SAPA—All lectures and classes 
at the University of Western Cape will be suspended this 
week to “give the university time to reflect fundamen- 
tally” and seek means to end the recent weeklong conflict 
there. This was announced by the rector, Prof Jakes 
Gerwel, after a five hour meeting yesterday of the 
executive committee of the university council. 
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Talks were held with members of the executive, of the 
senate, university staff and the Alumini Union. These 
followed reports last week that students were assaulted 
for not heeding a call by a mass student meeting last 
Monday to boycott classes over a dispute in the law 
faculty. 


Schoo! Student Boycotts Continue 
MB1008092788 Johanneshure SAP A in English 
0851 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg Aug 10 SAPA—The Depari- 
ment of Education and Training [DET] has suspended 
classes at another Soweto High School while two others 
which were recently closed will be reopened today, the 
SOWETAN reports today. A spokesman for the depart- 
ment confirmed that classes at Lamula High School in 
Zone 5 Meadowlands were suspended yesterday after 
pupils objected to the presence of school inspectors on 
Monday. He said the pupils had left the school premises 
when inspectors arrived. and no incident was reported. 


[passage Omitted] 


The acting rector of the Technikon Northern Transvaal 
in Soshanguve, Mr C.D. Miller. said yesterday that the 
majority of students who were dismissed last Wednesday 
after a three-da_ class boycott have returned to classes. 
He said many students had re-registered yesterday and 
on Monday. 


The class boycott by pupils at exght Tembisa secondary 
schools 1s now in its third week. The pupils have been 
Staying away from school to protest against the banning 
of a parents-pupils meeting which was called to resolve 
the schools crisis in the township. Initially the pupils 
boycotted classes after two of their fellow pupils at 
Tembisa High School were arrested by members of the 
security forces. The pupils demanded that public vio- 
lence charges against the two be withdrawn. 


Black Educationists Fear All-Out Schools War 
MBO908 131888 Johannesbure THE STAR in Enelish 
8 Aug 88 p 13 


[By Zenaide Vendeiro] 


[Text] Only mayor political change will solve the educa- 
tion crisis in Soweto and end the undeclared war being 
waged in the township between pupils and the state. say 
two prominent black educationists. 


“Ten years ago it was possible to normalise education 
without major political change,” says Mr Fanyana Mazi- 
buko, director of the University Preparation Pro- 
gramme. “However, we warned that if educational 
reforms were delayed, a point would be reached where 
this would no longer be possible. We have now reached 
that point. Major changes will have to be made before 
normality can be attained.” 
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Piecemeal reforms, he says, will no longer work. Any 
movement short of complete desegregation education. 
whatever the motives behind ut. will be viewed with 


suspicion and mistrust and will be reyected. 


“The education situation is at an all-time low. Education 
in the rest of the country is bad enough but in Soweto it 
iS NON-cxIsStent. 


“Young pc-ople are not motivated to engage in meaning- 
ful studies under the present system because of the whole 
history of dishonourable dealings by the government in 
addressing complaints which go back as far as 1976. 


“When black people see what is happening in black 
education today, they see the entrenchment of problems 
and a reversal of the little progress that had been made. 


“They have seen the hopelessness of protest and negoti- 
ation frustrated day after day. I'm afraid we are moving 
to an era in which we will see more violent confrontation 
of a nature that we are not used to.” 


Mr Mazibuko says it 1s imperative for the government to 
raove away “from thinking that the only solution 1s using 
the might of the pounce to appreciating ‘at political 
solutions are necessary.” 


“The prime culprit in creating the proNem—the gove n- 
ment—-should be the prime mover in trying to resolve the 
situation. Yet it has been recalcitrant and unreasonabie.” 


Pace College headmaster, Mr Thamsanga Kambule. 
agrees. “The government boasts about the money it is 
spending on black education. That is meaningless. None 
of the grievances has been addressed. Gains have been 
reversed.” 


He say that when the authorities express concern about 
the situation in Soweto, they are not being sincere. 
Instead of consulting the people who have a stake in 
black education, they have used the “iron fist.” 


Mr Kambule says the conflict in Soweto will continue 
“for a long time™ and will spread to other areas, drawing 
im more children. 


“One can almost conclude what is going to happen. 
There are hundreds of thousands of children not receiv- 
ing an education who are forming part of a revolutionary 
machinery. 


“They've got nothing to lose. All they can look forward 
to are jobs that are unpromising and offer no security. 
When they revolt, there will be hell to pay. The system 
won't be able to hold them,” he says. 
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“If there are those who th.nk the confrontation will 
abate, they are deceiving themselves. It will continue 
until everyone comes to the negotiating table and black 
people are allowed to take their nghtful place in South 
African society.” 


Mr Mazibuko says one does not have to live in Soweto to 
be concerned about the situation there. “The social 
problems, the unemployn..nt, the crime...will affect 


everybody.” 


Indzed, he says, not a single person, black or white, will 
escape the consequences of what is happening in schools 
in Soweto today. 


“Every child who becomes angry because he does not get 
a chance will resort to other means.” 


‘No Negative Incidents’ Noted in Train Integration 
MB1008095 188 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] The general manager of South Afncan Transpori 
Services, Dr Anton Moolman, says the opening of carriages 
on suburban train services to all population groups 1s 
proceeding smoothly. Dr Moolman told our Durban news 
staff that no negative incidents had been reported during the 
change over. He also pointed out carriages of suburban 
trains were now being utslized more economically. 


Black Leaders Urged To Unite, Work For Change 
MB0908 120188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1055 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] Sun City Aug 9 SAPA—Black leaders who were 
“still free and not intimidated” were today urged by the 
president of the National African Federated Chamber of 
Commerce (NAFCOC), Dr Sam Motsuenyane, to form a 
united body to negotiate with the government and create 
a new climate to speed up realistic political change. 


Dr Motsuenyane told more than 1000 delegates at NAF- 
COC's 24th annual congress at Sun City that the initia- 
tive should begin with pressure for the release of political 
prisoners to ensure their full participation in the negoti- 
ating process, the immediate ending of the state of 

and a new constitution for South Africa based 
on the fundamental principles of human rights. 


He said South Africans, especially Afrikaners, “must 
understand that it 1s in their interest spiritually, intellec- 
tually politically and economically to end the insanity of 
apartheid.” Fundamental political changes in the coun- 
try would make sanctions unnecessary and irrelevant 
“and in this way open up new possibilities for economic 
growth and more cordial relations with the world.” 


He added that “in a vastly divided and politically 
unstable country,” NAFCOC could play an important 
role as a bridging and uniting factor across the “gulf of 
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divergent interests which separate our various racial and 
ethnic groups.” The theme of the congress is “Black 
Unity—Actions for Economic Empowerment.” 


No Select Committee Consensus on Group Areas Act 
MB 100808 1888 Johannesburg Television Service 
‘n English 0500 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] A parliamentary select committee has been unable 
to reach consensus on three bills related to the amending 
of the Group Areas Act. 


The three bills, tse Group Areas Amendment Bill, the 
Free Settlement Areas Bill and the Local Government 
and Free Settlement Areas Bill, have been under consid- 
eration since July by the Joint Committee on Constitu- 
tional Development. The bills will now have to be 
considered by all three houses of parliament during the 
parliamentary session later this month. 


ASSOCOM Finds Group Areas Bill ‘Unacceptable’ 
MB0908 120688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1107 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] Johannesburg August 9 SAPA—The Association 
of Chambers of Commerce and Industry in South Africa 
(ASSOCOM) has issued a strongly worded statement on 
the free settlement areas bill, the loc2! government in 
free settlement areas bill and the Group Areas Amend- 
ment bill. 


In a statement issued in Johannesburg today, ASSO- 
COM said: “Although the draft legislative measures 
contain certain positive elements towards removing dis- 
criminatory legislation in South Africa, they can and are, 
in fact, perceived to envisage stringent group areas 
control in perpetuity, which ASSOCOM regards as unac- 
ceptable. 


“In our view, the bills give no indication of any commit- 
ment towards the abolition of remaining discriminatory 
measures and we cannot accordingly suppo;! a number 


of aspects”. 


ASSOCOM went on to say: “We are furchermore extremely 
disappointed that effect has not becn given to the Presi- 
dent's Council report concerning unfettered rights of own- 
ership and occupatio by all race groups in respect of all 
land, building and premises zoned for trading commercial 
and professional purposes, an omission which we regard to 
be as totally at variance with the principles underlying the 
free enterprise system.” 


The organisation also said: “ASSOCOM also foresees 
implementation of the proposals giving rise to larger and 
more costly public service, with arbitrary powers at 
official levels to affect the social and economic welfare of 
large sectors of the population, a state of affairs which 
could impede rather than hasten the elimination of the 
remaining racial barriers in out society”. 
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ASSOCOM pointed out that expectations have to be 
created with South Africa’s trading oartners that the 
country is one the road to reform. 


“Measures seen to be tightening rather dismantling 
group areas legislation, and controls will undoubtedly 
give extra impetus for the calls for disinvestment and 
sanctions and cause irreparable harm to the economy.” 


Finance Minister Discusses Economic Policy 
MBO05S08111488 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 5 Aug 88 p 6 


[Interview with Finance Minister Barend du Plessis by 
Deputy Editor Neil Jacobsohn and Economics Corre- 


spondent Greta Steyn; date and place not given] 


[Text] Question: Inflation remains one of the major 
probiems facing South Africa. What trend do you fore- 
see’ 


Answer: To the extent that State expenditure plays a role, 
1 am confident we have been seasonably successful in 
doing our bit. 


But we must accept that the strengthening of the dollar 
and also the depreciation of the rand against some of the 
other currencies of our trading partners must have had 
an inflationary effect on some of the vital imports. 


Our sensitivity to inflation is also apparent in the seri- 
ousness with which we approach the whole question of 
money supply and creation of credit. 


But | can confidently say that the balance between fiscal 
and monetary policy, although not perfect, is certainly 
much better attuned to fighting inflation than in 
1984/85. 


Question: Talking about money supply and credit 
demand, is there further consideration of another pack- 
age to cool the economy, or an extension of the May 5 


package? 


Answer: We are continuously looking at other aspects 
which have an influence on demand, and since we 
definitely do not rely solely on interest rates to effect the 
necessary adjustments, we shall react in terms of other 
measures once firnier figures indicate the desirability of 
such action. 


At this stage we do not have those figures ... we are very 
sensitive not to overkill the economy or hurt any sector. 
Therefore, we must make absolutely certain the basis on 
which we consider such actions is reliable. 


Question: Turning to taxation, some believe that SA 
generates sufficient savings to fund growth without for- 
eign capital. However, they say, domestic savings are 
mainly flowing to life assurers, who use them to acquire 
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shares in listed companies. Is government considering 
measures to channel the savings held by insurgence 
companies into more productive uses? 


Answer: The issue of tax on assurance companies is right 
now being investigated on the basis of very constructive 
co-operation between the tax committee and the insur- 
ance industry. I wouldn't like to preempt possible 
results. 


But I have often said it is necessary for us to look at the 
optimal application of our available resources with a 
view to creating the necessary jobs that will make sure 
that, by the time insurance policies must be paid out, we 
still have a country in which they can be paid out. 


Questions: Is the best way to create jobs not for govern- 
ment to intensely speed up the deregulation drive and, in 
effect, simply get out of the way? 


Answer: Yes, sure—but you must remember that it is not 
only first tier of government that may be in the way of 
self-employment. Our constitutional history enabled 
both second and especially third tier government— 
where things really happen on the streets—to design a lo: 
of regulations over many decades. 


In other words, we on the first tier of government don’t 
always know where we are in the way. We have made 
very substantial progress, but there is still a lot to be 
done. 


We work on it as rapidly as we possibly can, but again we 
do have to rely on the private sector and individuals to 
bring to our attention where officialdom and regulations 
may stand in their way. 


Question: Is there not a pressing need for central gov- 
ernment to take the lead right now in deregulation before 
the October elections, with the prospect of a strong CP 
showing in winning local authorities? 


Answer: I think, regardless of the outcome of the October 
elections, it is imperative we promote development of 
the informal sector as rapidly as we can. There are 
several initiatives under way in this regard. 


Question: There are a lot of suggestions in the market- 
place that political pressures are playing a major role in 
determining economic factors—for example, that inter- 
est rates have been held back, and that the petrol price 
has been kept artificially low. Your comments? 


Answer: Nobody can deny the vital interaction between 
economics and politics. You can’t run the country like a 
business and then be accountable at the polls, and you 
can’t run a business as if it were a political party. 


You have to take into account the political consequences 
of a hike in interest rates, because political consequences 
do not only comprise unpopularity. They immediately 
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focus your mind on financial consequences, such as 
demand for subsidies and rescue actions should interest 
rates become the only and exaggerated method of man- 
aging aspects of the economy. 


The same goes for the fuel price. 


Question: You are on record as saying that government's 
share of GDP must be cut. How successful has your 
campaign to rein in government expenditure been—for 
example, by restraint of public service pay—and can the 
line be held? 


Answer: I don’t think the answer lies in withholding 
salary increases from public servants. | think the major 
portion of the answer lies in proper execution of a 
priority budgeting system. 


As far as remuneration is concerned, it has often been 
said—and I support that view—that we need a smaller 
but higher paid public service. 


Questions: Yes, but is that going to happen”? 


Answer: It cannot happen overnight; these things do take 
time. The only thing worse than not having such objec- 
tives is to be impatient in our application of methods to 
achieve them. 


9 Aug Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO0908 1 25288 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


PFP Merger Unlikely To Get Much Support—Com- 
menting on the PFP willingness to merge into a “new, 
united, non-racial progressive party,” Johannesburg the 
CITIZEN in English on 8 August says in its page 6 
editorial: ““We have our doubts about such a new party 
getting off the ground. For one thing, the PFP is divided 
within itself. This explains why Mr Schwarz [PFP 
Finance spokesman], a true patriot, was hissed when he 
defended the SADF at the congress.” But if the various 
parties with their differing policies did merge “they 
would not have much more support” than the PFP. The 
CITIZEN believes the “real battle would still be between 
the NP and the CP.” 


Criticism of Anglican Hypocrisy on Terrorism—The 
world’s Anglican bishops hypocritically differentiate 
between terrorism in Northern Ireland and terrorism in 
South Africa,” remarks Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 9 August in its page 6 editorial. In other 
words, “terrorism in South African can be justified 
politically, but in Ireland it cannot be. What utter tripe!” 
THE CITIZEN urges the bishops to “condemn all ter- 
rorism, that of the ANC as well as that of the IRA, since 
both commit vile murder.” 
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THE STAR 


Plan To Phase Out Food Subsidies Condemned—*There 
are worrying aspects about the Government’s decision 
on the bread price, which went up from today,” notes a 
page 12 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 8 August. “The Government wisely chose to increase 
its own subsidy by a third to cushion the blow, but it has 
caused a ripple of concern by making it clear that it plans 
to phase out food subsidies within three years.”’ Fortu- 
nately “there is time to reconsider the policy on food 
subsidies before the public feels the crunch.” 


Racial Polarization Clause of PFP Unpopularity—Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 9 August says in a 
page 14 editorial “racial polarisation has been the main 
cause of the slide of the Progressive Federal Party from 
its erstwhile status as the official opposition.” “Ensnared 
in a political system which puts a premium on separate 
racial identities, the party itself—while striving for a 
negotiated non-racial future—depends heavily on its 
ability to win white votes.” Therefore, “vitally important 
to reformist hopes is some accord between the PFP, Dr 
Denis Worrall’s Independent Party and Mr Wynand 
Malan’s National Democratic Movement.” The PFP 
““must seek to turn the tide on polarisation. If it succeeds 
in that goal, its growth is assured.” 


Anti-Squatting Measures To Threaten Stability—Esmare 
van der Merwe writes on the same page that according to 
the Institute of Race Relations “the harsh measures 
contained in the Government’s newly proposed anti- 
squatting legislation could pose a threat to stability and 
could promote conflict.” The institute believes the new 
measures “would fail to counter uncontrolled squatting. 
‘Government economic planners are acknowledging that 
the only solution to the housing crisis which will not 
place under strain on the country’s economic resources is 
to allow squatting on a far greater scale. This aim would, 
however, be severely frustrated by the new controls 
which the Bill proposes.” 


Commerce Chamber Blames RSA for Sanctions—On the 
same page Michael Chester writes that “South Africa 
itself has triggered the intensified debate insiae the 
United States about sterner sanctions measures, accord- 
ing to the Witwatersrand Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry.” Chamber President Hennie Viljoen says the 
“trigger mechanisms” for the escalation of sanctions 
threats had been among others: “the trial of the Sharpe- 
ville Six”; “the detention of children”; and “restrictions 
on the media.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Economic Growth Smothering Apartheid—According to 
a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 8 August “the point the Commonwealth 
ministers miss is that apartheid, indefensible and evil, is 
also in decline. It is being smothered, not by sanctions 
nor boycotts, but by economic growth. Notwithstanding 
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the poor performance of the SA economy in recent years, 
the vital process of black advancement has dramatically 
speeded up. Thus the real choice facing next year’s 
Commonwealth conference, when it considers its com- 
mittee’s proposals on SA, is whether to hasten the 
decline of apartheid or to breathe it back to virulent 
life.” 


Criticism of Anglican Support for Violence—‘As the 
Anglican bishops have already realised, they are not 
perilous ground when they tacitly support violence to 
end injustice,” observes a second editorial on the same 
page. Even if the resolution at the Lambeth conference 
last week acknowledging the right of people to resort to 
“armed struggle as the only way to justice” referred 
specifically to the struggle against apartheid, “it would 
be a deplorable step by clerics representing 70-million 
people round the world. Advocating sanctions against 
SA, knowing they will condemn countless innocent peo- 
ple to deprivation, is unholy enough; effectively condon- 
ing political violence is tantamount to putting God on 
the side of arsonists and murderers.” 


Support for PFP Plan To Keep CP From Power—Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in Engiish on 9 August says in 
a page 6 editorial “there is an insidious viewpoint 
increasingly being touted about and referred to last night 
by Helen Suzman: that enlightened white voters must 
put aside all else and concentrate only on keeping the CP 
from power. The way to do it, the suggestion goes, is to 
swallow and support the NP.”* BUSINESS DAY believes 
that this plan “has a certain compulsion and, indeed, is 
based to some degree on truth.” But “enforced political 
expediency” should not be confused with “actual sup- 
port for a government that, after 40 years, has brought us 
to this point of crisis. Liberal values must be upheld if SA 
is to develop into any kind of non-racial democracy.” 
Nevertheless, “participation politics, from the local level 
up to the national, is the right approach. Only that way 
can the CP’s seizure of the political agenda be challenged 
and, long-term, liberal values be kept alive.” 


Commonwealth Meeting on RSA ‘Play-Acting’ Exer- 
cise—According to Simon Barber who writes from 
Washington on the same page, the Commonwealth for- 
eign ministers’ meeting in Toronto was “‘an exercise in 
self-congratulatory play-acting. By its own assessment, it 
really doesn’t matter what the Commonwealth does now: 
SA is going down the tubes anyway. But as it goes, 
Canada’s Brian Mulroney will have a lot of fun being 
important, ordering demarches and generally lording it 
over the first division. His only problem is going to be 
finding those ‘authentic’ black South African voices to 
tell him what a swell guy he is as they pick through 
rubbish dumps for scraps to feed their children.” 


SOWETAN 


RSA Emphasis on Military Rejected—‘We fully under- 
stand the action of the 143 conscientious objectors who 
decided last week and made it public that they will not 
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do any military service,” states Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 8 August in its page 6 editorial. “We 
have always had serious doubts about the justification 
given by the Government for its massive annual defense 
budget because we do not believe that South Africa's 
problems require military solutions.” Yet the govern- 
ment “seems to be pinning almost all its hopes for 
bringing peace and stability within and outside the 
borders of South Africa on the military.” 

SOWETAN 


Need to Review Media Curbs—‘“The Minister of 
Defence, General Magnus Malan, has accused Zimba- 
bwe of assisting insurgents with propaganda aimed at 
‘sowing uncertainty among South Africans,” claims 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 9 August in its 
page 6 editorial. SOWETAN finds it strange that the 
minister should complain about “propaganda from Zim- 
babwe when his government has passed regulations that 
force newspapers in this country not to print certain 
stories.” “If he is that concerned about propaganda then 
surely the first place to start is here at home, where he 
can get his government to look afresh at its media 
restrictions and the type of news it is flooding the 
country with.” “The country’s media would enjoy 
enough credibility to be able to counter any propaganda 
because people would know that if any story is worth 
publishing it would have been in their newspapers.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Support for End Conscription Campaign—Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 5 August in a page 8 
editorial says Minister of Defense General Magnus 
Malan “goes too far” when he brands the End Conscrip- 
tion Campaign (ECC) as “subversive and ‘in the van- 
guard of those forces that are intent on wrecking the 
present dispensation and its renewal.” “The ECC 
presents no threat to the safety of the State,” and “is 
working to convince the authorities to introduce a viable 
system of alternative service for young men who object 
to service in the SADF on moral, religious or political 
grounds.” 


DIE VADERLAND 


Compulsory Military Conscription Viewed—‘The 
orchestrated manner in which a campaign is being con- 
ducted against compulsory military conscription 
through public declarations and press conferences, the 
involvement of certain churches, and the heroic treat- 
ment which objectors, such as David Bruce, are receiving 
is disconcerting and can lead only to confrontation with 
the authorities,” says Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND 
in Afrikaans on 5 August in a page 14 editorial. “No 
government dare allow law and order to be threatened in 
such a manner. Opposition to the policy of the ruling 
party as grounds for refusal to do military service is not 
accepted anywhere. If those who plead for conscientious 
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objection believe that the ANC would grant them that 
right, they need only look at how the ANC deals with 
dissenters in Quatro and other camps.” 


DIE BURGER 


Reasons for Criticism of RSA Proposals Noted—Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 5 August says in a 
page 16 editorial the “negative criticism of Angola and 
Cuba of South Africa’s proposal for a withdrawal from 
Angola and then Namibia, can be ascribed to the fact 
that the South African plan hit them like a cold shower.” 
“Cuba and Angola are in a situation whereby any delay- 
ing action on their part will create the impression that 
they want to wreck a speedy settlement. Their dilemma 
is worsened by the fact that following a South African 
withdrawal from Angola there will be no justification for 
the Cuban presence.” These two countries would like the 
world to believe “that they were instrumental in forcing 
South Africa toward a settlement. Therefore, the South 
African proposals are not commended by them.” 


BEELD 


Unity in Left-Wing White Opposition Unlikely—A page 
8 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 8 
August says the “left-wing white opposition in South 
Africa grouped and regrouped under different names 
over the decades, but that did not stop the decline 1n its 
electoral support to the point where it is now virtually 
powerless.’ Now the leader of the PFP, Dr Zach de Beer 
is attempting a regrouping of parties such as the Inde- 
pendent Party, and the National Democratic Movement. 
BEELD believes “Dr de Beer can outline his ideals until 
he is blue in the face, but for as long as the PFP 
maintains its bicephalous nature, it will not become a 
haven for voters who insist on national security as a 
precondition for reform. The new PFP leader's term has 
not started off promisingly. Therefore, we predict that 
the uncertainty in the left-wing white opposition ranks 
will continue.” 


THE NAMIBIAN 


Lister on RSA Peace Proposal—Gwen Lister, the editor 
of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English on 5 August 
says on page 10 in her “Political Perspective” column 
that “feelings among Namibians towards the reported 
‘progress’ made at the four-nation talks in Geneva this 
week, culminating in a South African-proposed timeta- 
ble, range from hope to confusion and despair.” “There 
is talk that at the time of the Geneva meeting with the 
South Africans, Americans, Angolans and Cubans, that 
9,000 South African troops are pincered in southern 
Angola by joint Cuban-FAPLA forces. There are reports 
that the military situation there, the recent proof of 
Angola’s superior air power over South Africa inclusive, 
may have caused the South Africans to come to the 
negotiating table.” Lister believes that the increasing 
threat of sanctions alone would not drive the Botha 
government to the negotiating table. “South Africa 
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would only settle the Namibia issue by implementing 
435 once the ‘price had become too high.”” “While most 
Namiubians, and this includes myself, hope for a success- 
ful resumption of the present impasse, we remember that 
ten years since the adoption of 435 is at hand, with no 
Significant progress since then. Can we afford to be too 
hopeful now?” 


Praises for Anglican ‘Positive Stand’ on Namibia—The 
page |1 editorial welcomes the “outspoken attitude” 
adopted by the world’s Anglican Bishops at the Lambeth 
Conference in London this week. “By taking a positive 
stand on the issue on Namibian independence, these 
church leaders can indeed do much to increase public 
awareness of the issues at stake.” “Religion and politics 
are inseparable, and if the churches can jointly raise their 
voices in protest, then who knows, what could happen— 
perhaps even people like Margaret Thatcher and Ronald 
Reagan would hear and take heed.” 


DIE SUIDWESTER 


‘Trust’ Between RSA, Namibia Urged—According to a 
page 4 editorial in Windhoek DIE SUIDWESTER in 
Afrikaans on 5 August “the dramatic events surrounding 
the South African negotiations concerning the future of 
Namibia, proved again this week that there is more to it 
than can be deduced from the available facts.’ There- 
fore, “everything possible should be done to ensure that 
a high measure of mutual trust and understanding 
between the South African Government and the interim 
government in Namibia is maintained. It would also be 
comforting if the South African Government could hon- 
estly assure the Namibians that in its negotiation strat- 
egy it is still taking into consideration the standpoints of 
the internal parties.” 


DIE REPUBLIKIEN 


‘Anarchy’ in NP-SWA Noted—Windhoek DIE REPU- 
BLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 5 August says in its page 8 
editorial the “witchhunt” against Tinus Blaauw, mem- 
ber of the Legislative Assembly, concerning his member- 
ship of the National Party—South-West Africa (NP- 
SWA) is “evidence of the anarchy” within the party. 
“We have no proof that Mr Blaauw has ever conducted 
himself in a manner conflicting with the principles of the 
NP-SWA. However, the same cannot be said of the party 
leadership.” 


10 Aug Press Review 
MB1008100688 [Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Angola, Namibia Cease-fire—Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English on 10 August in its page 6 editorial says: 
““Militarily, we do not think the South African forces are 
intimidated by Cuba’s alleged air supremacy so that they 
do not wish to continue the battle in Angola. On the 
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contrary, we believe the South African forces would be 
able to defeat the Cubans if a showdown were forced on 
them. Nevertheless, after nearly 14 years of engagement 
in Angola, the prospect of peace is one that the military 
would probably welcome.” 


THE STAR 


Seizure of WEEKLY MAIL Condemned—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 10 August says in a page 16 
editorial it is clear “that the right to discuss issues 
affecting the lives of South Africans hardly exists any 
longer. THE WEEKLY MAIL isa victim of the National 
Party’s authoritarian rules.” The editorial then goes on 
to quote General Barry Hertzog, the founder of the NP, 
in Opposing the conscription of South African soldiers. 
This is the same quotation that appeared on the front 
page of THE WEEKLY MAIL that was subsequently 
seized. THE STAR remarks that it is “ironic that con- 
scription might have gone unchallenged had the Govern- 
ment not decided, in the face of many warnings, to send 
the army into the townships.” “What is needed is a 
nation-building exercise in which the budding doctors, 
engineers and other objectors can offer their skills,” says 
the editorial. “There are many sensible options. Bluster- 
ing, bullying, censoring and seizing newspapers are not 
among them.” 


Academic Urges Participation in National Council— 
Esmare van der Merwe writes on the same page that 
according to Professor Lawrence Schlemmer, director of 
the University of the Witwatersrand’s Center for Policy 
Studies, “there is considerable merit in participation in 
the proposed National Council and the gradual desegre- 
gation of residential areas. The co-option of blacks in the 
general affairs Cabinet, either as ministers or deputy 
ministers, will be seen to threaten the prospects of 
participation of the ‘real’ black leaders.” ““One may 
postulate that so-called moderate blacks on the South 
African Cabinet will reassure many hesitant white voters 
that at least some black politicians can be on their side (a 
very necessary concept for any form of effective power- 
sharing).”’ This may even induce some of “recognised 
extra-parliamentary black leadership to begin thinking 
concretely about terms of negotiation, if only to prevent 
their power bases being eroded by the patronage that the 
co-optees could dispense.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Namibian Independence Plan—‘‘There is considerable 
scepticism, here and abroad, about whether SA really 
intends to carry through the plan to its conclusion of 
Namibian independence,” observes a page 8 editorial in 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 10 August. 
“From the outside, the signs are encouraging. Defence 
chief Jannie Geldenhuys has been at the nub of the 
negotiations from the start, which implies the military 
are as much a party to the deal as the politicians.” It may 
well be that “Pretoria’s sudden focus on the financial 
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implications of Namibian independence is part of a 
fudging process. But a strongly countervailing factor is 
that the internal political cost of fighting the war in 
Angola has become high.” 


Sanctions Economic Scapegoat—*W ith the trade surplus 
plunging, and threatening the current account of the 
balance of payments, it is easy to blame sanctions,” notes 
a second editorial on the same page. “Sanctions have no 
doubt had an effect, with SA goods banned from super- 
market shelves and anti-apartheid activists scrutinising 
coal shipments and other transgressions of trade embar- 
goes. But these barriers have long been a fact of life and. 
in the past, exporters have shown themselves well up to 
the task of overcoming them.” 


SOWETAN 


Return of SWAPO Exiles to Namibia Expected—Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 10 August says in its 
page 6 editorial: “It may be a long haul before there is 
total peace in Angola and the southern African region, 
but the news of the ceasefire must brings relief to us all.” 
“As we had all known that SWAPO was regarded by 
most black Namibians as the party to lead the country 
after the war, we can expect members of that organisa- 
tion, who have been fighting or have spent years in exile, 
to return home. Their return will evoke a spirit of 
optimism in South Africa that perhaps even the darkest 
cloud has a silver lining.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Commonwealth Sanctions Proposal Condemned—C ape 
Town CAPE TIMES in English on 8 August says in a 
page 6 editorial the “tough new sanctions” proposed by 
a Commonwealth foreign ministers’ committee “are 
remarkable in their candour if short on commonsense.” 
The ministers “blatantly acknowledge that the measures 
are intended to si:mulate unemployment by collapsing 
our balance of payments, presumably on the theory that 
short term suffering is worth long term gain.” “For all 
practical purposes the ministers’ proposal is akin to 
Suggesting that our problems could best be resolved by 
dropping an A bomb on the country.” 


DIE VADERLAND 


Namibian Financial Support Issue Considered—Refer- 
ring to the talks on a South African withdrawal from 
Angola and a possible Namibian independence, Johan- 
nesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on 8 August in 
a page 8 editorial says “the question to ask is how much 
responsibility is the international community going to 
accept for the continued development of Namibia?” 
“The new Namibia will be born under the protection of 
the United Nations. It will be interesting to see what sort 
of state the UN—which is always criticizing South Africa 
for its repression—is going to create, how much democ- 
racy and rights the people are going to get...and keep 
after the first elections.” 
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DIE BURGER 


Hypocrisy of Anglican Bishops Noted—Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 8 August in a page 6 editorial 
comments on the Anglican Bishops’ Lambeth Confer- 
ence decision that there is understanding for those “who 
having exhausted all other methods, turn to the armed 
Struggle as the only way to justice.” This decision was 
“sharply criticized by the British press” so the bishops 
announced that the IRA violence was condemned. 
“What kind of selective morality and hypocrisy! What 
difference is there between an IRA bomb that sows 
destruction among innocent civilians and a similar ANC 
bomb?” “It would be interesting to see how the bishops 
explain their concept of violence to innocent terrorism 
victims.” 


CP Harming Government Peace Talks—“The CP can 
only blame itself if it is accused of reckless party poli- 
ticking because of its attempt at wrecking the govern- 
ment’s prominent role in the delicate peace talks with 
regard to Namibia,” says a second editorial on the same 
page. “Its labelling a possible peace plan ‘treason’ and 
‘selling-out’ of the ‘white population’ of Namibia is 
shocking language coming from an official Opposition 
leader in which there should be a serious search for 
peace.” The CP runs the risk of playing into the hands of 
those who dearly would love to see South Africa con- 
verted into a cauldron of violence.* 


BEELD 


NP Policy Only Possible Solution—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 9 August says in a page 10 
editorial “there is only one realistic and workable policy 
for a South Africa in which all its people can live 
peacefully, and that is the NP policy.” “According to 
Harry Schwarz, the PFP finance spokesman, the AWB 
and other far right wingers are busy infiltrating the army 
commandos with the aim of a takeover—a confronta- 
tional path with horrifying implications.” BEELD 
believes South Africa “does not need right-wing extrem- 
ism or left-wing liberalism, but patriots who can lend a 
hand in bringing about peaceful change. This is the 
climate that the NP is trying to create in the interest of 
individuals and groups.” 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Addresses Harare News Conference 
MB1008173288 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] The ZANU-PF leadership code will be imple- 
mented to the letter as soon as the integration with 
PF-ZAPU is completed, and leaders who have accumu- 
lated property will not be allowed to hold office. This 
was said by the president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
when he addressed a news conference in Harare today. 
Comrade Mugabe said some members of the leadership 
have declared their property to the Central Committee 
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and others have not been honest. He said the integration 
of the two parties has slowed down the implementation 
of disciplinary action on leaders who have fouled the 
code. 


On statements by certain ministers and parliamentarians 
Castigating government policy, the president said some 
of these statements are irrational and should not be 
taken seriously. The president said the military successes 
of the Angolan forces on the battlefield, and the immi- 
nent exchange of leadership in the United States, has 
compelled South Africa to negotiate seriously in the 
recent talks to resolve the issues of Angola and Namibia. 
He said the independence of Namibia will usher a new 
era in the geopolitics of the region. 


President Mugabe added that the South African regime's 
policies of economic squeeze and destabilization might 
intensify if the regime feels threatened by black indepen- 
dent states following the independence of Namibia. 


Mugabe Holds Talks With Iran’s Sheykh ol-Eslam 
LD1108091888 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 
0430 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] Mr Sheykh ol-Eslam, deputy foreign minister of 
Arab and African affairs, who is in Zimbabwe at the 
head of a delegation, met yesterday with Robert Mugabe, 
the president of Zimbabwe and the current chairman of 
the Nonaligned Movement, and submitted a message 
from President Khamene‘i. The message reviews the 
current war situation and the peace efforts and stresses 
the need for investigation of the aggression against the 
Islamic Republic, of the violation of international regu- 
lations, of the Iraqi deployment of chemical weapons, of 
attacks on residential areas by the Iraqi regime, and of 
ways to prevent a repeat of such crimes in the future. 


In the course of this meeting, issues relating to southern 
Africa, efforts to secure the independence of Namibia, 
the issues of Palestine, Afghanistan, and Cambodia, and 
also the need for efforts by the nonaligned countries to 
find a just solution to these issues were discussed. 


Mr Mugabe expressed gratitude for the message from 
President Khamene‘i and declared his own support and 
that of the Nonaligned Movement for the stances of the 
Isiamic Republic in accepting resolution 598. Referring 
to the coming nonaligned conference which is due to 
take place in Cyprus next month, he said that it is the 
movement's duty to strive for peace and security in the 
Persian Gulf. 


Security Minister Speaks on RSA ‘Commandos’ 
MB1008135988 Harare THE HERALD in English 
25 Jul 88 pp 1, 5 


[By THE HERALD editor Tommy Sithole] 


[Text] The recent attempt to “rescue” five men charged 
with murder and sabotage was the work of South African 
intelligence forces using former Rhodesians in the South 
Africa Special Forces who had been particularly selected 
so that the regime could deny any involvement should 
something go wrong. 
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Zimbabwean security sources have told THE HERALD 
that the former Rhodesians, all involved in the rescue 
attempt, were at ore time or another active members of 
the South African Special Forces and were on a reserve 
list for destabilisation purposes and covert operations in 
Zimbabwe. 


In an exclusive interview, the Minister of State for 
Security in the President's Office, Cde Sydney Sekera- 
mayi, confirmed that South African intelligence forces 
had been directly responsible for the operation but had 
denied involvement because so many things had gone 
wrong. 


If they had succeeded, these people “would have been 
received by the South Africans as heroes’. However, 
South Africa was now following standard procedure by 
disowning them because the rescue attempt had failed. 


THE HERALD has learnt that Gary Kane, the Air Force 
of Zimbabwe helicopter pilot at the centre of the rescue 
attempt had done the groundwork for the operation with 
the wife of Michael Smith, one of the accused. 


It is Mrs Smith whom Kane is believed to have picked up 
in his helicopter from the Cleveland shooting range 
opposite Chikurubi Prison before escaping to South 
Africa with her via Redcliff. 


Cde Sekeramayi said their information was that Mrs 
Smith had probaly done the reconnaissance work check- 
ing the route between Chikurubi Prison and the Rotten 
Row courts to establish where it would be best to launch 
an ambush. 


“She was part of the plans. We have not been able to get 
(her), so she is one of the people who left and our 
suspicion is that she is the one that was picked up (by 
Kane).” 


Kane had bought her a car for $65,000 in cash, in which 
the authorities found various arms and ammunition, 
Zimbabwean camouflage uniforms, communications 
gear and other devices that the South African comman- 
dos would have used in their attempt. 


The plan appears to have been scuttled partly because 
two of the gang members were intercepted at the 
Kazungula border post on June 28. In their car the 
authorities found ground-to-air communications equip- 
ment and other items which it is believed would have 
been used to co-ordinate the operation. 


Kane also hired a car from a major car hire firm and this 
was used by Mrs Smith for reconnaissance. 


The equipment found in the $65,000 van bought by 
Kane would tend to indicate that upon the successful 
rescue of five, Kane and the commandos expected to 
spend at least a night in Zimbabwe while making their 
way to the border. 
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It is also possible that they intended to dress some of the 
commandos in Zimbabwean police, army and prisons 
uniforms before the attack. 


Among the items found were three black wigs, sleeping 
bags, a Camping tent, travelling bags, blankets, water 
bottles, a detailed map of southern Africa, toiletries, 
bread, mealie meal and reading materials. 


Cde Sekeramayi discounted recent claims that the 
attempted rescue of the five reflected some kind of rift 
between the politicians and the military in South Africa. 
This smacked of disinformation, especially as the Min- 
ister of Defense, Magnus Malan, was a military man and 
“he certainly knows what is happening”. 


“So to say there is some kind of cleavage with the 
military going wild and the politicians wanting control is 
just disinformation to portray the South African govern- 


ment in a good light.” 


He believed that further such “rescue” attempts could be 
made, but said it would be “very difficult f or them to 
actually launch an assault” and they could well try other 
ways. 


“They might still try that but I think now that everybody 
is SO alerted it would be unlikely that the plan would 
succeed.” 


The five men who were to be “sprung” were Kevin 
Woods, Michael Smith, Barry Bawden, Phillip Conj- 
wayo and Guy Bawden. But Dr Sekeramayi said it had 
been Woods the commandos had really been interested 
in, alleging that “he was their man”. 


However, the attempt had been foiled, which shored up 
confidence in the ability of the government to provide 
security because had it succeeded. “They (the South 
Africans) would have also tried some other action to 
simply say they can do as they like in Zimbabwe”. 


Asked whether the security forces had been observant 
enough, Cde Sekeramayi said it was possible that people 
could have been more vigilant, especially when Kane 
asked for extra fuel and did not want a technician or 
co-pilot to fly with him on the “training mission”. 


But the incident had served to remind people of the need 
for vigilance, as was demonstrated recently when the 
leader of the British Labour Party, Mr Neil Kinnock, 
received an over-zealous reception when he landed at the 
wrong airport in Mutare. 


It would, however, have been too much to expect Kane's 
actions in Harare to have alerted staff at the Kwekwe 
airstrip, although now the word “has gone out that any 
planes that land or take off at these various airstrips 
should be searched by the police”. 
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“Now it will be very difficult for an aircraft to come to a 
place like Kwekwe and really get away with it without 
being spotted”. 


He believed that the Redcliff airstrip had been chosen 
after careful reconnaissance because the South Africans 
realised that using airstrips at commercial farms would 
place the farmers concerned in a difficult position and it 
would be better to use an airstrip “where really body 1s to 
blame”. 


More that anything, the incident had highlighted the fact 
that “we still have a lot of fifth columnists in this country 
and the South Africans will keep on recruiting them. 
Some of them probably will now be more hesitant 
because they have seen what others have brought upon 
themselves. But others, despite that, will keep on trying”. 


“You take a person like Kane himself. He knew people 
had been arrested because of the Bulawayo bombing and 
he still tried and managed to escape. So there will be 
some who are motivated purely by ideological or racial 
considerations.” 


Others, however, were motivated by the vast sums of 
money offered to them, especially when some of these 
former Rhodesians had difficulty in getting jobs in South 
Africa and were not being paid enough in the jobs they 
could get. 


“So they get contacted by their controllers and some of 
them will be tempted by them into trying, saying well, if 
we succeed it will be a pension thereafter: If we do not 
succeed, too bad.” 


It had also shown that ordinary citizens had a security 
obligation. If they heard about plans along these lines, 
they should alert the security forces. It had to be admit- 
ted, however, that people involved in these kinds of 
activities usually met in places most black Zimbabweans 
never went to. 


“One would just wish © appeal to the white community 
because this is where .>ese plans are being hatched, and 
if there are people there whe are security conscious, who 
are loyal to the state and who would want to see an end 
to these types of activities, that they are the ones best 
placed to provide intelligence to the government.” 


Air Force Chief Views ZANU-ZAPU Integration 
MB1008064688 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 10 Aug 8&8 


[Text] The commander of the air force of Zimbabwe, Air 
Marshal (Josiah Tungangai) says the structures of 
ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU in the Gutu district will 
remain separate until the national task force completes 
the integration exercise. Comrade (Tungangai) was 
speaking in the (Kubiku) communical lands in Gugu, in 
his capacity as the supervisor of the integration exercise 
in the district. He was chosen by the national task force 
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to lead the integration exercise in the district after the 
program had run into some difficulties in the area. 
Comrade (Tungangai) told the gathering that the ruling 
party has yet to announce whether the new ZANU-PF 
membership cards will be issued to those who have paid 
up their contributions, or to everyone. 


Finance Minister Presents Record Budget Deficit 
MB1008074688 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 29 Jul 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “No Sign of Boldness in Dr Chidzero’s 
Budget”’} 


[Text] Dr Bernard Chidzero, the Senior Minister of 
Finance, Economic Planning and Development could 
not have enjoyed presenting his 1988/89 budget to 
Parliament yesterday. 


Although he could report that the deficit for 1987/88 had 
been cut from a projected $996,821.620 to an actua! 
$896,001.725. He also broke the unwelcome news that, 
in the year ahead, Zimbabwe would incur a record 
deficit of $1,149,733.000. 


As forecast by most commentators, Dr Chidzero has had 
very little room to manoeuvre. He has made cuts in the 
votes of many ministries but, unfortunately, the 
demands of such portfolios as Defence and Education 
have also had to be met. 


Dr Chidzero did manage to inject a little life into a 
lacklustre occasion by some minor tax concessions, bal- 
anced by some smail increases in excise duties on beer, 
Cigarettes and minerals. No one who bad thought deeply 
about the present economic situation could have 
expected more in terms of concessions or additional tax 
burdens. 


Many Zimbabweans will, however, feel disappointed 
that, while the minister showed he was well aware of the 
growing numbers of unemployed, there were no mea- 
sures introduced that might have had an effect on the 
present sorry sitvaiion. 


While there was also recognition of the need to attract 
investment, there was still no sign of the longawaited 
revised investment code. An abbreviated investment 
register is promised, and a committee has been set up to 
examine the implications of trade liberalisation. This is 
at least a year away from concrete proposals and, if the 
delays in the investment code and investment register 
are an indication, Zimbabwe will be fortunate to see this 
necessary policy introduced within the next two years. 


Zimbabwe's budgets seem to have fallen into a deep rut. 
Each year, the minister has shown he recognises the need 
for changes to certain policies, but seems unable to bring 
himself to make them. Despite his side-wipe at “wise 
men and national benefactors” who wish to stampede 
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Zimbabwe into “short-sighted or quick, ill considered 
actions”, there has surely been enough consideration on 
certain issues for action to be taken. 


As we have said before, budgets are more than annual 
share-outs of available financial resources, they are also 
instruments of economic policy change. There is no 
doubt our financial affairs are being competently man- 
aged, but Zimbabwe, with its economic and unemploy- 
ment problems, surely needs more dramatic financial 
vision. 


If there are political constraints on Dr Chidzero’s free- 
dom of action, these should be relaxed. 


There has been a time for caution, and this policy has 
served Zimbabwe well up to this point in time. A little 
boldness however, is needed at present and it was 
disappointing to see a lack of this quality in this year’s 


budget. 


Deficit ‘Unacceptably’ High 
MB1008114488 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 29 Jul 88 pp 1 


[Text] This year’s budget had been framed to minimise 
growth in recurrent expenditures, and to restructure the 
budget closer to the first five year national development 
plan, Dr Chidzero told parliament yesterday. 


Conceding that the budget deficit was “unacceptably” 
high, he said this was due to a lifting of the wag and price 
freeze, growing subsidy commitments, and a slowdown 
in revenue growth. 


Recurrent expenditure in 1988/89 is estimated at $4,495 
billion. This is an increase of 15 percent over last year. 
Despite this increase it will be enough to maintain only 
basic existing services and programmes. “Expansion has 
been kept to an absolute minimum,” the minister said. 


He warned that increases in original provisions would be 
granted only in exceptional circumstances. 


An increase in revenue of about 10 percent to $4,051 
billion is expected which, with international aid grants of 
about $60m, gives a total of $4,211 billion. This would 
produce a budget deficit of $1,150 billion. Although this 
was higher than 1987/88, the minister claimed it was 
constant, in relative terms, at about 9 percent of GDP. 


To finance the deficit, net foreign inflows are estimated 
at $133m and net domestic borrowings at $1,017 billion. 
Of domestic borrowings, $663m will come from new 
stock issues and the rest from overdraft financing. 


Recognising that this will have an adverse effect on 
money supply and inflation, Dr Chidzero promised a 
policy of strict control. 
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The minister also conceded that high levels of public 
borrowing were self-defeating, as development resources 
for subsequent years were pre-empted to debt service, at 
the expense of growth and employment. 


The deficit, Dr Chidzero told parliament, implied that 
for the fourth consecutive year government debt would 
increase by at least a billion a year—to reach more than 
$8.5 billion by June 30 next year. These figures did not 
include direct parastatal borrowings, much of which was 
under government guarantee. 


At June 30 last year told contingent liabilities were $2 
billion and of this $1.4 billion was external. “Should the 
operational performance of these parastatals not 
improve, central government will be bound to honour 
the obligation, making the situation untenable,” the 
minister said. 


Dr Chidzero concluded his budget by saying that it was 
a standstill package as it did not include any fundamen- 
tal policy reforms and it had been proved impossible to 
escape from the budget deficit impasse. 


Despite the fact that anticipated policy and structural 
changes, now at various stages and Jevels of government 
consideration, have yet to be agreed in response to the 
imperatives of investment and foreign exchange genera- 
tion, the minister said his budget had embarked on a 
growth-orientated path. 


“There are no quick solutions,” he said, “Our objectives 
are clear however, our vision of the future steady, and 
our grasp of current problems and realities firm.” 
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Subsidies Contribute to Deficit 
MB1008123388 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 29 Jul 88 p 1 


[Text] During his budget speech, Dr Chidzero said that 
subsidy commitments were continuing to grow, contrary 
to the intention of the First Five Year National Devel- 
opment Plan. 


He cited subsidies as one of the reasons for the record 
budget deficit. Among those listed in the Estimates of 
Expenditure are: 

Agriculture, $1 70,000,000. 

Zisco [Zimbabwe Iron and Stee! Corporation}, $140,000,000. 
NRZ [National Railways of Zimbabwe], $1 20,000,000. 
ZMDC [Zimbabwe Mining Development Corporation], 
$18,000,000. 

AFC [Agricultural Finance Corporation}, $15,000,000. 
Air Zimbabwe, $10,000,000. 

ZBC, $7,300,000. 

Ziana, $2,200,000. 

Holiday Inn, $1,400,000. 

National Housing, $1,300,000. 

Sheraton Hotel, $1,100,000. 

Conference Centre, Harare 309,000,000. 


Defense Budget To Increase 
MB1008102388 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 29 Jul 88 p 2 


[Text] The defence of Zimbabwe and operations in 
Mozambique will cost $768m for 1988/89, an increase of 
$41m on the 1987/88 year. 


Of this, $556m is voted for the Zimbabwe National 
Army and $198m for the Air Force of Zimbabwe. Of the 
army vote, $380m is for salaries, wages and allowances, 
$65m for transport and mechanical equipment, $52m 
for stores, clothing and equipment, and $44m for bar- 
rack services. 


Within the air force appropriation, $81m is for aircraft 
procurement and maintenance, compared to $108m 
voted in 1987/88; $68m is allocated for stores, clothing 
and equipment, $36m for salaries, wages and allowances, 
and $1 1m for transport and mechanical equipment. 
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Burkina Fase 


Soviet Arrives for Festivities 3 Aug 
AB0408 181488 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 3 Aug 88 


[Text] Vitautas Astrauskas, deputy chairman of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium and chairman of the 
Supreme Soviet Presidium of the Lithuanian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, who is leading a four-man delegation, 
arrived in our capital this afternoon. He was welcomed 
on his arrival at the Ouagadougou Airport by Peopie’s 
Defense and Security Minister Major Jean- Baptist 
Aboukary Lingani. Comrade Vitautas Astrauskas’ visit, 
as he told the press, is in line with the reinforcement of 
good and friendly relations of solidarity between the 
Soviet Union and Burkina Faso. 


[Begin Astrauskas recording in Russian fading into 
French translation] The Soviet delegation is in Burkina 
Faso at the invitation of the management of the Popular 
Front, to take part in the festivities marking the Sth 
anniversary of the 4 August Revolution. We are very 
grateful for this invitation and are prepared to enjoy the 
festivities with you. We shall familiarize ourselves with 
your people, the aspirations of the Burkinabe, and their 
struggle for the socioeconomic progress of their country. 


We shall inform our Burkinabe friends about our 
society's current situation—a restructuring period— 
which was initiated by the Communist Party. We shall 
exchange views on bilateral issues. The Soviet Union 
attaches great importance to its relations with Burkina 
Faso. We strongly encourage the strengthening and 
diversification of these ties so that our relations may 
continue to develop. 


During our exchange of views, we shall also examine 
problems affecting the world in general: Problems of 
disarmament, development, and nuclear armament and 
tests. The peace reinforcement process can continue only 
if all the countries in the : -orld, big or small, make their 
contributions. We hope that our visit will go a long way 
to reinforce bilateral relations, and we are sincerely 
grateful to our Burkinabe friends for their warm wel- 
come. We extend the Soviet Union's wishes of success to 
the people of Burkina Faso. [end recording] 


Official Holds News Conference 
AB0508223388 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Text] His Excellency Vitautas Astrauskas, the deputy 
chairman of the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium and 
chairman of the Supreme Soviet Presidium of the 
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic, who arrived in our 
country on 3 August as part of the celebration of the Sth 
anniversary of the People’s Democratic Revolution, 
gave a news conference this afternoon in the presence of 
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the national press. First, he gave his delegation’s impres- 
sions of the festivities and then he expressed his opinions 
about the August Revolution. 


[Begin Astrauskas recording in Russian with simulta- 
neous translation into French! Frankly speaking, our 
delegation has been impressed by ‘he festivities that you 
organized. We noted that the Sth anniversary of the 4 
August Revolution was a very important milestone in 
the development of the country. We also noted that unity 
among the leadership and the people is being increas- 
ingly strengthened and that all the strata of the people 
have united to achieve the August Revolution’s objec- 
tives. We had the impression that the Burkinabe people 
want to make more efforts to achieve the objectives of 
the revolution, and nis will be possible if all the people 
are united in their efforts, remain loyal to the cause of 
the revolution, and work hard for the welfare of the 
country. 


We had many contacts with the country’s officials and 
with other comrades, and we are convinced that these 
contacts and exchanges of views will help strengthen 
bilateral relations. [end recording] 


Vitautas Astrauskas also discussed the comprehensive 
changes currently under way in the USSR as part of the 
perestroika. These changes, he said, are aimed at 
strengthening sociaiism. The Soviet Union, which plans 
to build a true humanistic society, should give as much 
information as possible to this effect. The USSR’s new 
political thought is based on mankind's dream, namely a 
world of justice free from the nuclear weapons specter. In 
this regard Lenin's country counts on its partner's active 
contributions for a frank solution to the problems exam- 
ined. Mr Astrauskas reiterated his country’s desire to 
struggle alongside African countries against imperialism, 
neocolonialism, and apartheid. His visit to our country 
will end on 8 August. 


Compaore Receives DPRK, USSR Emissaries 
AB0708 165388 Ouagadougou Dovwestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 7 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] The head of state, Captain Blaise Compaore, 
this morning received His Excellency Yi Chong-chu, 
special emissary of president Kim II-song and minister of 
higher education. Comrade Yi Chong-chu is in the 
country to share in the celebration of the 5th anniversary 
of the Burkinabe Revolution. Comrade Yi Chong-chu 
spoke to our reporter, Beatrice Yameogo, about his 
meeting with Popular Front Chairman. 


[Begin Yi Chong-chu recording in Korean fading into 
French translation] At the meeting with the comrade 
chairman of the Popular Front, we thanked him for the 
support his government expressed for the peaceful and 
independent reunification of our country. We expressed 
our conviction that (?all would be well) in the future. 
While attending the major parade that marked the 


FBIS-AFR-88-155 
11 August 1988 


national day, we felt that the rectification process is 
progressing, and we wish it great success in the future as 
well. We also admired the organizational force of your 


people. [end recording] 


Next, Capt Blaise Compaore received V.S. Astrauskas, 
deputy chairman of the Supreme Soviet Presidium. V-S. 
Astrauskas spoke to Daniel Tapsoba of the National 
Television about the aim of his meeting with the head of 
State. 


[Begin Astrauskas recording] First | would like to say 
that we had a [words indistinct] with the head of state 
and Government of Burkina Faso. We renewed our 
sincere congratulations to the Burkinabe Government, 
to the Burkinabe people, on the occasion of the Sth 
anniversary of the Revolution of August 1983. We also 
conveyed a congratulatory message to the Popular Front 
chairman and head of state and government from the 
CPSU Central Committee, from the USSR Supreme 
Soviet Presidium, and the Soviet Cabinet. In this mes- 
sage the above-mentioned parties expressed solidarity 
with the struggle of the Burkinabe people for the consol- 
idation of their sovereignty and economic independence 
[words indistinct]. During the talks we exchanged views, 
particularly on the consolidation of the friendly ties 
between our two countries. [words indistinct] were 
expressed to the satisfaction of the already existing ties, 
and I must say we unanimously expressed support for the 
future development and consolidation of the friendly 
and cooperative ties existing between our two countries. 
[passage Omitted] [end recording] 


Menument Dedicated to Palestinians 
ABO0108213488 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 1 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] An inauguration ceremony took place this 
afternoon in Ouagadougou District Nine, near the secu- 
rity forces headquarters. A monument was dedicated to 
the struggle of the Arab people of Palestine. This is 
another proof of the active policy of solidarity with the 
Palestinian people initiated by the Burkinabe people. 
Georges Daniel Ilboudo will tell us more about this 
solidarity: 


[Begin recording] Indeed, the Palestinian people may 
and should count on the international solidarity policy of 
the Burkinabe people. If the speeches made here and 
there are aimed at helping the Palestinian people to free 
themselves from the imperialists’ yoke, concrete acts are 
even more important, and it is to participate in these 
concrete acts that the Palestinian monument was inau- 
gurated this afternoon to hail the heroic struggle waged 
by the Palestinian people. The ceremony took place in 
the presence of the members of the revolutionary gov- 
ernment, the authorities of Kadiogo Province, the Pal- 
estinian ambassador to our country accompanied by a 
delegate of the ruling wing of the PLO who arrived in our 
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country to attend the festivities that will mark the Sth 
anniversary of the Burkinabe revolution, and a large 
number of Burkinabe militants. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


BBC Criticizes President Compaore’s Actions 


Building Presidential Palace 
AB0308 193888 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 3 Aug 88 


[Text] President Compaore of Burkina Faso has taken 
another step that would have been unthnkable during 
the regime of his predecessor, Captain Sankara, who was 
toppled in October last year. Sankara pursued national 
austerity and modest consumption. President Com- 
paore, who's promised a program to rectify Sankara’s 
revolution, has allowed the rich to indulge their wealth 
and now he himself is building a presidential palace. 
From Ouagadougou, (Michael Werner) telexed this 
report. 


[Begin announcer recording| According to Compaore’s 
spokesman, the first stone of the new presidential palace 
will be laid at an official ceremony on October 2, the 
anniversary of former President Thomas Sankara’s rev- 
olutionary political orientation speech. The mansion will 
be constructed in Ouagadougou’s newly (?gentrified) 
section of the town known here as (Patdoir). A presiden- 
tial press spokesman said that President Omar Bongo of 
Gabon was one of the largest financiers of the new 
mansion, but he was unable to say who else was contrib- 
uting to the project or how much it would cost. 


The spokesman also denied an allegation that appeared in 
the 27th of July issue of the French magazine JEUNE 
AFRIQUE which said the old presidential palace where 
Thomas Sankara used to live would be transformed into a 
museum dedicated to Compaore's rectification process. 


Since the coup d'etat of 15 October last year when 
Compaore took power from his best friend and comrade 
at arms, Comapore has been living in the conseil de 
l'entente, the high-security building that serves as the 
headquarters for presidential Cabinet meetings and the 
president's large retinue of paracommando bodyguards. 
[end recording} 


Purchases Presidential Plane 
AB0408 172688 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 4 Aug 88 


[From “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpts] It is the Sth anniversary of Captain Thomas 
Sankara’s coming into power in Burkina Faso and the 
beginning of his idiosyncratic and austere revolution. 
Apparently it is being celebrated with some style. Since 
Sankara was assassinated last October, his successor, 
Blaise Compaore, has been backpedaling, although he 
calls it rectifying the revolution. He has shaken up the 
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local grassroots administration and has allowed the 
wealthy bourgeoisie to flaunt their wealth. He is even 
building himself a palace. On the celebrations, Marco 


Vernon reports from Ouagadougou. 


[Begin Vernon recording] This morning. close to 
400,000 turned out for a parade that featured anything 
that could move, from political youth groups such as the 
pioneers of the revolution to the elders of the Mossi 
[Burkinabe ethnic group] heirachy down the newly- 
paved avenue [name indistinct] to the military tanks and 
marching bands, and stuffed elephants and lions. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Yesterday a baptism was held for a glearr ‘ng Boeing 727 
that only had Burkina Faso written on the fuselage in 
large gold-leafed lettering. The plane will be used by the 
presidency. The Burkinabe Government received a spe- 
cial price for the aircraft, but it is rumored that 
Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi furnished the money for the 
purchase. Captain Compaore's spokesmen were unable 
to confirm the allegation, so they added that Mr al- 
Qadhdhafi's participation was possible. [passage omit- 
ted] [end recording] 


Bi-Monthly SIDWAYA MAGAZINE Launched 5 Aug 
ABOS08 220088 gou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 5 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] SIDWAYA MAGAZINE was launched this 
afternoon at the print media head office in the presence 
of members of the revolutionary government, the diplo- 
matic corps, the high commissioner of Kadiogo Prov- 
ince, directors and service heads of the Ministry of 
Information and Culture, as well as a large representa- 
tion of the national press, as Jean-Baptiste Ilboudou 


reports: 


[{IIboudou] Yes, this Burkinabe magazine of general 
culture has 64 pages and can issue 6,000 copies to begin 
with. It is hoped that this will increase to 10,000 copies. 
The unit price of this bi-monthly is 300 CFA francs in 
Burkina Faso. [passage omitted] 


Ghana 


Asamoah Returns From Ivory Coast, Guinea 
AB2907105588 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 29 Jul 88 


[Text] The secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asa- 
moah, has returned home after leading a 7-member 
government delegation to the seventh session of the 
Ghana-Guinea and Ghana-Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast} 
pe?manent joint commission for cooperation in Conakry 
and Abidjan. Speaking to newsmen at Kotoka Interna- 
tional Airport, Dr Asamoah said in both countries the 
delegation discussed issues relat\.., to trade, transport 
and communications as well as cooperation in technical 
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know-how. The delegation, among other things, 
reviewed the operations of Ghana Airways in Cote 
d'Ivoire and discussed the prospect of establishing a 
direct telephone link. 


Dr Asamoah said while in Cote d'Ivoire, an agreement 
on fisheries was signed to enable vessels from either 
country to operate within each other's territorial waters. 
This agreement would also create opportunities for coop- 
eration in research related to programs of conservation 
of fishery resources of both countries. Dr Asamoah 
observed that one vital area where Ghana could collab- 
orate with Cote d'Ivoire 1s the tourism industry, in which 
that country has made remarkable progress. He said the 
session also reviewed work done so far by the Cote 
d'ivoire redemarcation commission, and expressed 
appreciation for the progress made. He said in view of 
this performance, the session Jecided that the commis- 
sion should be assigned the responsibility of fixing 
maritime boundaries between the two countries to com- 
plete the border redemarcation exercise. Dr Asamoah 
said the delegation expressed concern over numerous 
cases of alleged harassment of passengers on the Abid- 
jan-bound state transport buses by Ivorian security per- 
sonnel along the routes. He said the session agreed the 
two sides reaffirmed their political will to broaden and 
Strengthen their relations. They agreed, among other 
things, to promote trade through the establishment of 
direct contact between their chambers of commerce. Dr 
Asamoah said the Guinea session also discussed pros- 
pects for the exchange of teachers and students. The 
secretary described the trip as very successful but 
stressed that it is important for decisions taken by the 
respective joint commissions to be implemented. 


Gambia Joint Commission Session Opens 9 Aug 
AB0908 174688 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] The second ministerial session of the Ghana- 
Gambia Permanent Joint Commission for Cooperation 
began in Accra this morning. The session 1s to look at 
areas of cooperation between the two countries and see 
how best these can be streamlined to benefit both coun- 
tries. The secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asa- 
moah, is leading Ghana's delegation, while Alhaji Omar 
Sey, minister cf external affairs of Gambia, is leading his 
country’s delegation. 


Opening the session, Dr Obed Asamoah noted that 
relations between Ghana and Gambia have existed since 
time immemorial. He said Ghanaians are in the fishery 
industry and commerce in Gambia, while Gambians 
have also benefited from Ghana's educational facilities. 
It is however sad that such relations have not been 
translated into a formal and viable form of bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries. Dr Asamoah 
said it is sad that since its inauguration in 1980, the 
Ghana-Gambia Joint Commission for Cooperation has 
never met again. 
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He urged members of the commission to act decisively at 
this session to remedy the situation. He advised them 
not only to strive to consolidate the foundation that was 
laid in 1980, but also to make up for the 7 lost years. Dr 
Asamoah said it 1s only through such effective and active 
economic cooperation that developing countries can 
hope to redress and reverse the present overdependence 
on the North-South trade and economic relationship. He 
touched on Africa's economic crisis and welcomed the 
decision by the seven industrialized countries to grant 
developing countnes a set of debt relief measures. 


On the situation in South Afnca, Dr Asamoah said 
Africa's inability to help in any significant material way 
1s due to her poor economy. He therefore stressed the 
need for closer economic ties through increased cooper- 
ation among African countries. 


On his part, the Gambian external affairs minister, 
Alhaji Omar Sey, said relationship between the two 
countries can be seen in the number of Ghanaians 
engaged in fishing, commerce, health, and education in 
Gambia, while Gambia also enjoys Ghana's expertise in 
aviation. He said although there 1s the legal framework 
for cooperation, he was sad that this has not been able to 
operate effectively. 


Alhaji Sey observed that both Ghana and Gambia are 
engaged in national developments which are being con- 
strained by global economic recession. He said even 
though not much success has been achieved by the joint 
commission, some cooperation exists in the areas of 
aviation, livestock, and fishing development. He 
announced that the Gambia Livestock Marketing Board 
has just concluded an agreement with the Animal Health 
and Production Department of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture for the sale of 200 head of cattle to Ghana. He hoped 
the second session of their meeting which ends tomorrow 
will aim at widening more areas of cooperation. 


Tsikata, Sey Hold Talks 
AB0908 183888 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] The Gambian minisizr of external affairs Alhaji 
Omar Sey today paid a courtesy call on Captain Kojo 
Tsikata, PNDC member responsible for forcign affairs 
and national security. They discussed matters of mutual 
concern. 


Session Ends 10 Aug 
AB 1008164288 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] The second session of the Ghana-Gambia Perma- 
nent Joint Commission for Cooperation ended in Accra 
this morning. In a communique, the two countries 
expressed their determination to revitalize trade links 
between them. They expressed the need for an early 
exchange of economic and trade missions between them. 
On technical cooperation, The Gambia expressed a 
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desire to benefit from Ghana's training facilities and 
technical expertise. Ghana, on the other hand, reaf- 
firmed her commitment to continue to place these facil- 
ities at the disposal of The Gambia, The communique 
said Ghana is ready to place her educational facilities at 
the disposal of The Gambia. Accordingly, a draft agree- 
ment on cultural and technical cooperation has been 
submitted to the Ghanaian side for consideration. 


With regards to telecommunications, Ghana expressed 
her readiness to help improve telecommunications ser- 
vices between the two countries. Both countries were 
happy with their cooperation in the field of aviation but 
observed that maritime transport has been on an infor- 
mal basis. On the subregion, the two sides reaffirmed 
their commitment and determination to work assidu- 
ously for the effective and efficient running of 
ECOWAS. The two countries welcomed the recent 
announcement of a cease-fire between Angola and South 
Africa but called for total support for the eradication of 
apartheid in South Africa. 


In a speech before signing the communique, Ghana's 
secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah, com- 
mended the two delegations for the good work. He urged 
both countries to persist and persevere to build bridges 
of cooperation between them. Dr Asamoah said after 8 
years of useless war between Iran and Iraq, he was happy 
that both countries have accepied a cease-fire. He hoped 
the cease-fire would enable both countries to develop 
their human and natural resources for their develop- 
ment. On the cease-fire in Angola, Dr Asamoah hoped 
that African countries would make more efforts to end 
apartheid which 1s destabilizing the region. 


The Gambian external affairs minister, Alhaji Omar Sey. 
who led his country’s delegation, said both the govern- 
ments of Ghana and The Gambia have a responsibility 
to ensure that good relations and cooperation exist 
between them. He said there has always been a natural 
affinity between the two countries and their leaders 
would be failing their people if they do not sustain such 
relations. On the international scene, Alhaji Sey urged 
African leaders not to relax because of the cease-fire deal 
in Angola. This is because the United States still insists 
on supporting the UNITA bandits. 


The next session of the Ghana-Gambia Permanent Joint 
Commission for Cooperation takes place in Banjul next 
year. 


Guinea 


Legal Proceedings on Toxic Waste Case Begin 
AB2007093688 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] Yesterday, two weeks after the departure of the 
[word indistinct] ship, from which industrial ash was 
illegally dumped in Kassa off the coast of Conakry, the 
legal procedure began. It was precisely on 14 July that 
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the Conakry I magistrate’s court was informed about the 
Kassa affair, but the proceedings began yesterday. This 
must not be mistaken for the trial of those involved. In 
this first stage, the various documents produced by the 
Criminal Investigation Department will be examined. 
The length of the proceedings will depend on the quality 
of the documents and the clear-sightedness of the district 
magistrate who must define the nature of the case and 
determine whether it is a felony or a misdemeanor. This 
decision will help determine which tribunal is competent 
to handle the case. 


According to the president of the Conakry I tribunal, 
Mrs Aissata Koreko Diallo, five persons are to stand 
trial. They are Sigmund Strome, administrator of Gui- 
nomar [Guinea-Norway Maritime Company] and hon- 


orary consul of Norway; Madi Soumare, an employee of 


[word indistinct}; Mamadou Diallo, director of foreign 
trade, and Richard Nimounomou and Ahmed Syila 
Lopez, both of the former Secretariat of State for Trade. 
All these persons are being detained at Conakry Central 
Prison. At this time, no one can predict the sentences 
awaiting them. But one thing is certain: None of them 
will face the firing squad. The president of the Republic 
said this recently at a news conference here in Conakry. 
With the opening of the trial, the Kassa scandal is 
undoubtedly in its final stage. 


Ivory Coast 


Houphouet-Boigny Returns From Cotonou Summits 
AB0808220288 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] President Felix Houphouet-Boigny returned to 
Abidjan \ate this morning after a stay in Cotonou where 
he attended the summit of member countries of Air 
Afrique and that of the West African Monetary Union 
[UMOA], which ended this morning in the Beninese 
capital. The UMOA deliberations centered on the eco- 
nomic and financial situation of the subregion. President 
Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso was elected new 
chairman of the union. [passage omitted] 


USSR Deputy Chairman Astrauskas Stops Over 
AB0908 104388 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] Vitautas Astrauskas, the deputy chairman of the 
Supreme Soviet Presidium, stopped over early this after- 
noon at the Abidjan Port-Bouet International Airport 
from , where he attended the festivities 
marking the Sth anniversary of the Burkinabe revolu- 
tion. Mr Astrauskas, who was welcomed by Minister of 
State Emile Kei Boguinard, expressed great satisfaction 
with his stopover in Abidjan. The Soviet Union attaches 
great importance to its external relations and is ready to 
develop fruitful cooperation with our country, and more 
mutual respect and trust will certainly be helpful, he 
said. Let us listen to hi talking to our reporter Pierre 


Adepeau: 
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[Begin recording] [Astrauskas in Russian with simulta- 
neous translation into French] We are very happy about 
this stopover in Abidjan on our way back to Moscow 
from Burkina Faso. You know that we attach great 
importance to the development of our relations with the 
other countries in the world, and we are ready to 
developmutually advantageous cooperation with Ivory 
Coast. We are for relations based on equal rights, nonin- 
terference in domestic affairs, and principles of mutual 
respect. Good relations among states are positive factor 
because today’s world is interdependent, and it is only 
through efforts by all the states in the world that a world 
of peace and security can be built. The Soviet Union 
favors a better climate in the whole world. We are for the 
reduction of nuclear and conventional amament, and for 
an arms-free world. The building of such a world does 
not depend just on the great powers but rather on all the 
states in the world. We are happy that Africa is playing 
an increasingly important role in international affairs. 
We are for the continental development of Africa with- 
out any interference in its domestic affairs. 


[Adepeau] Mr President, concerning bilateral relations— 
bilateral relations resumed a few years ago—what are your 
impressions about the level of bilateral cooperation? 


[Astrauskas] It was with great satisfaction that we noted 
that bilateral relations resumed, and that there is a legal 
framework for the development of our relations. Now, 
joint actions should be undertaken to help these relations 
develop further. Also necessary are more mutual respect 
and trust, and things will be better. We think we have 
many possibilities to develop our cooperation, including 
cooperation in the economic field, and we are ready to 
reactivate our relations in all fields. [end recording] 


Liberi 


Treason Trial of Coup Plotters To Begin 9 Aug 
AB0808220788 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] The treason trial involving the 14 persons accused of 
plotting to overthrow the Liberian Government begins 
tomorrow at the Criminal Court A at the Temple of Justice. 
According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, the stan- 
dard bearer of the banned Liberia Unification Party, Mr 
Gabriel William Kpolieh, and former associate justice of the 
supreme court, Counselor Cephas Mbandi, with |2 others, 
were arrested and detained last April for alleged involve- 
ment in a plot to assassinate President Doe and overthrow 


the government. 


According to court reports, four of the accused have not 
yet been arrested. Meanwhile lawyers representing two 
of the accused, Gabriel Kpolich and Counselor Cephas 
Mbandi, today clarified that they would be representing 
only the two accused and not all the accused in the 
treason trial. 
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10 Plead Not Guilty 
AB0908211688 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] Ten out of 14 persons accused of plotting to 
overthrow the Liberian Government last April pleaded 
not guilty to the charge when they were arraigned today 
before the Criminal Court A at the Temple of Justice. 
According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, former 
presidential candidate of the banned Liberia Unification 
Party, LUP, Mr Gabriel Kpolleh, former associate jus- 
tice Cephas Mbandi, along with | 2 others, were arrested 
last April by the Joint Security following reports that 
they had planned to assassinate the Liberian leader, 
President Doe, and overthrow the Liberian Govern- 
ment. Others linked to the abortive coup are Harrison 
Gaye, Joseph K. Cooper, Joseph Lee, John Npulu, Peter 
Gberrow, William Carr, Apapa Molley, Samuel Gbei, 
Freeman Yanzee, Johnson Wole Nuah, Matthew Korfi- 
yan, and John Sharpe. 


Earlier, the court, presided over by Judge George Tulay, 
granted the prosecution’s motion of severance which 
requested the court to separate the trial of the 10 from 
the 14 accused who have been arrested, indicted, and 
brought under the jurisdiction of the covrt. The four 
other accused who have not yet been arrested will be 
tried together upon request of the prosecution, according 
to the court. Meanwhile, the court is expected to begin 
the selection of the 15-man panel jury tomorrow, 10 
August, who will hear and determine the case. 


Search for Toxic Waste Off Coast Ordered 
AB0808214388 Paris AFP in English 1509 GMT 
8 Aug 88 


[Text] Monrovia, Aug 8 (AFP)—A search for toxic waste 
materials suspected to have been dumped off the coastal 
port of Greenville in eastern Liberia has been ordered, 
the independent DAILY OBSERVER newspaper 
reported Monday [8 August]. The paper said Sinoe 
County Superintendent Joseph Douglas had asked the 
Coast Guard and port officers to search a stretch of 
coastal waters for suspected waste materials. Mr Douglas 
said the search was begun following information from 
fishermen that a ship dumped something into the sea 
near the port about a month ago. He said he did not 
know what had been dumped but that he had received 
reports from fishermen that several ships had anchored 
off Greenville for several days without entering the port. 


In June, Health Minister Martha Sendolo Belleh testified 
before an environmental panel that she had refused three 
requests from European firms to dump industrial waste 
in Liberia, but refused to name the companies. She said 
one of the firms offered to build a hospital, equip it and 
provide it with | million-dollars-worth of drugs. In July, 
a Liberian maritime official said an undetermined 
amount of toxic waste had been dumped on the Liberian 
coast but did not say when or where the dumping took 
place. 
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Malian Minister Delivers Traore Message to Doe 
ABO0808221288 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] News just reaching us says the Malian Minister of 
Justice Omar Issiaka Bah today delivered a special 
message from President Moussa Traore of Mali, current 
chairman of the Organization of African Unity, to Pres- 
ident Samuel Kanyon Doe. The LIBERIAN NEWS 
AGENCY, quoting a release from Executive Mansion, 
said although the contents of the message were not 
disclosed, it is believed to center around issues of interest 
ot the subregion and the OAU. The Malian minister was 
accompanied to the mansion by Justice Minister Jenkins 
Scott and acting Foreign Minister (George Wiles). 


Speculation on Israel’s Choice of Ambassador 
AB0808222888 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] The Government of Israel is finding it difficult to 
appoint a Christian Arab as Israel's next ambassador to 
Liberia, according to Liberia’s press counselor in Jeru- 
salem, Mr (James Iziah) informed Information Minister 
Emmanuel Bowier in a telex dispatch that Foreign 
Minister Shim‘on Peres has appointed [name indistinct] 
from (Kafra Albamas) to serve as his adviser to Arab 
affairs. Mr (Kurie), a Greek Orthodox, has been 
described by Peres’ advisers as one of the leading intel- 
lectuals in Christian Arab sector of the country. Mean- 
while, Mr (Kurie’s) appointment is currently being 
linked with the failure of the Israeli Foreign Ministry to 
appoint a Christian Arab as Israel’s next ambassador to 
Liberia. 


Mali 


President, French Envoy Discuss Toxic Waste 
AB1008 181288 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Excerpt] The president of the Republic, General 
Moussa Traore, today received the French secretary of 
state for environment, Brice Lalonde, who delivered a 
message from President Francois Mitterrand. The mes- 
sage is related to the pressing issue of toxic waste 
dumping. Before discussing this topic. Mr Lalonde 
expressed satisfaction with the improved rainfall which 
will help save crops and vegetation in the Sahel region. 
The French secretary of state for environment, who has 
since his youth strived for the protection of the environ- 
ment, praised the intensive tree-planting operations 
under way in Mali and efforts to control drought and 
desert encroachment. 


Concerning the toxic waste issue, Brice Lalonde 
expressed his :ountry’s readiness to help better control 
waste dumping in order to safeguard the environment of 
African states which elected President Moussa Traore as 
OAU chairman. 
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President Moussa Traore then lauded the vigilance of 
African states, the support of foreign ecological organi- 
zations in the battle to preserve the ecosystem, and the 
pressure put cn those who committed such acts, which 
have disastrous consequences on men and the environ- 
ment. The OAU chairman recalled the resolution 
adopted unanimously on this issue, and once again 
called on African countries to rigorously denounce this 
new form of trade, which causes disarray and desolation. 


In this regard, the slightest rumor on waste dumping 
should be seriously investigated because it puts at stake 
the future of Africa, its environment, and its population. 
The OAU chairman added that there is a need for 
everyone to be vigilant until international regulations are 
adopted to ensure that the protection of the environment 
in industrialized nations does not lead to the pollution 
and degradation of the developing countries, especially 
those in Africa. Brice Lalonde, French secretary of state 
for environment, spoke to Dougou Fana Traore at the 
end of the meeting. 


[Begin Lalonde recording] France, which intends to 
assist in the protection of the environment in Mali, is 
aware of efforts made by the Malian people to protect 
their environment. The president of the French Repub- 
lic, Francois Mitterrand, told me to deliver to OAU 
Chairman President Moussa Traore, a personal message 
in which he expressed his sentiments on the issue of toxic 
waste dumping in Africa. He restated that France is not 
involved in this waste dumping, contrary to certain 
accusations. France condemns this type of practice and it 
intends to play its role in solving this problem, particu- 
larly by giving technical assistance and contributing to 
an international body for controlling this type of trade. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Assembly Speaker Diarra To Visit Soviet Union 
AB1108101788 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] National Assembly Speaker Sidiki Diarra will 
leave Bamako today for the Soviet Union. He will lead a 
delegation of legislators which has been invited by the 
Supreme Soviet to make a friendly and working visit. 
Speaker Sidiki Diarra yesterday received the GDR 
ambassador to Mali, His Excellency Karl-Heinz Witzke, 
who came to convey the congratulations of the head of 
the GDR parliament on Mr Diarra’s reelection. They 
also discussed bilateral cooperation. 


Niger 


Prime Minister Leaves for Ottawa 11 Aug 
AB1108092888 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] Prime Minister Mamane Oumarou left Niamey 
early this morning for Ottawa. This was stated in a 
communique issued by his protocol office. 
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Saibou Views UMOA, Air Afrique Summits 
ABO0908 115888 Dakar PANA in French 1640 GMT 
8 Aug 88 


[Text] Niamey, 8 Aug (ANP/PANA)}—“Air Afrique will 
survive, and better still, will live in better conditions in 
order to achieve its goals and those of the member 
states,” General Ali Saibou, the Niger head of state, 
declared today. 


The Niger head of state, who returned to Niamey after 
attending the fifth conference of Air Afrique heads of 
state and the sixth summit of the West African Monetary 
Union (UMOA) also said that the main thing was not to 
impose ownership rights of member states on Air Afri- 
que at all costs, but rather to preserve its existence as an 
“irreplaceable symbol” of our concrete inter-African 
solidarity. 


As for the UMOA summit, General Saibou emphasized 
the noticeable increase in the bulk of agricultural and 
mineral exports and noted that progress in internal 
revenue was insignificant. 


According to the Niger head of state, this situation is far 
from being tragic. “The situation draws our attention to the 
realities of the differences between developed countries and 
poor countries.” “The situation,” he added, “is particularly 
frustrating, but we should not be discouraged.” 


Nigeria 


Government Orders Release of 4 Labor Leaders 
ABO0908 173088 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] The federal government has ordered the immedi- 
ate release of four labor leaders detained for complicity 
in labor union demonstrations in May this year. They are 
Messrs (Yusuf Lagan), (Ansa Iman), (Lewa Judah), and 
(Udale Ahamadu). The minister of internal affairs, Colo- 
nel John Shagaya, who gave the order in Abuja today, 
said their continued detention was no longer necessary. 


Government Hopes RSA Will Respect Peace Accord 
AB0908215388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] Nigeria has expressed support for any settlement 
that will ensure stability and peace in southern Africa. 
The federal government calls on the racist regime to end 
apartheid and allow the emergence of a nonracial dem- 
ocratic society in the subregion. In a statement in Lagos 
today, the Ministry of External Affairs emphasized the 
need for peace in this continent so that attention could 
be focused on the pressing issue of development. The 
statement called for the immediate and unconditional 
release of Mr Nelson Mandela and the lifting of the state 
of emergency in the enclave. It expressed the hope that 
South Africa would respect the agreement reached under 
the current peace negotiations. Under the accord, Angola 
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and South Africa are to end hostilities. South Africa has 
agreed to withdraw all her troops from the Angolan 
territory and end her illegal occupation of Namibia. 


Government Will Not ‘Take Over’ Transportion 
AB1008 194288 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 10 Aug 88 


{From the “Correspondents Reports”] 


[Text] The minister of transport, Dr Kalu Idika Kalu, 
has restated the intention of the federal government not 
to take over the running of transportation service from 
State governments and private agencies. The minister 
made this known in Lagos today while briefing newsmen 
on the progress so far made in the implementation of the 
government's mass transit program. Correspondent Udo 
Itepia who attended the briefing has details of the report. 


{Itepia] The minister said that the role of the federal 
government was rather to complement the services being 
rendered by the state and private agencies. He pointed 
out that his ministry was already liaising with them to 
ensure that the spare parts they needed were supplied so 
that their services do not crumble. Under the first phase 
of the program, Dr Kalu said that a total of 639 buses 
had been ordered and fully allocated to the state and 
federal agencies. He noted further that the purchase of 
the buses was made locally. Other projects which are 
either under preparation or presently being executed 
under the scheme include designs of complementary 
road facilities like interstate terminals, bus stops, and 
motor carriages. In addition, surveys for the location of 
maintenance workshops are being embarked upon. 


The mass transit program has also taken into account the 
fact that for a number of Nigerians, the only means of 
transportation is by river craft, or rail. To this end, 19 ferries 
at various stages of disrepair have been identified and 
selected for refurbishing under the water-based project. 
Also, the minister said inventories of needed spare parts 
have been completed and firm orders placed with manufac- 
turers. Dr Kalu disclosed that the rail-based projects were 
geared to improve commuter traffic in the main urban 
centers. It involves the rehabilitation of locomotives and 
coaches that will be dedicated wholly to mass transit, and 
because Nigeria presently operates the narrow-meter gauge, 
the minister asserted that necessary spare parts for repairs 
could not be bought over the counter. Therefore, he said, 
tenders for the supply of these spares by the manufacturers 
were being processed. In order to get future efforts in traffic 
management and inter-model coordination to enhance 
urban transport development, the minister said that a 
number of practical- oriented and policy studies have been 
commissioned. 


Africa, Middle East Arts Conference Opens 
ABO0908 101788 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0830 GMT 8 Aug 88 


[Text] The Nigerian Government has said the current 
pursuit of scientific and technological development will 
not be to the detriment of the country’s cultural herrit- 
age. Rather, it will encourage artistic creations which 
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bear relevance to the technological needs of the nation. 
President Ibrahim Babangida made these assertions yes- 
terday in a message to the first Africa and Middle East 
regional conference of the International Society for Edu- 
cation Through Arts, taking place at the University of 
Lagos. 


General Babangida referred to the great art works of Ife, 
Benin, and Igboku, and recalled that most of the tech- 
nological developments in Nigeria in the early civiliza- 
tion had their roots in such artistic creations. He called 
on the present artists and craftmen to make efforts to 
rediscover the old tools and raw materials of their 
predecessors. 


The president expressed concerned that changes in tastes 
and lifestyle were making Africans lose much of their 
indigenous skills and their traditional sense of beauty. 
He, therefore, charged African artists and policymakers 
to rise up to the challenge and halt the trend. General 
Babangida said the federal government will welcome any 
decision to site the regional secretariat of the organiza- 
tion in Nigeria. The president's message was read by the 
chief of general staff, Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhodmu. 


U.S. Nonpayment of UN Quota Criticized 
AB2907131488 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 29 Jul 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Writing under the caption the United States on 
the United Nations, THE GUARDIAN criticized the 
Reagan administration’s decision to withhold its out- 
standing contribution to the organization, thereby esca- 
lating the financial difficulties of the world body. The 
paper says the decision clearly shows that the United 
States is more interested in the control of the organiza- 
tion than the administrative and budgetary reforms it 
claims to canvass for. THE GUARDIAN observes that 
the Reagan administration wants to do anything that will 
negate the peace, justice, equity, and progress for which 
the United Nations stands. 


Officers To Serve on UN Team in Gulf Region 
AB1008 163688 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] Nigeria and four other African countries have 
agreed to serve on the United Nations observer group to 
monitor the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq. The other 
African countries that have agreed to contribute officers 
to the force to be known as UNIIMOG [United Nations 
Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group] are Ghana, Senegal, 
Kenya and Algeria. The five African countries are to 
send 15 military officers each. 


Nigeria’s decision to participate in the UNIIMOG will 
be the third time the country is serving the United 
Nation’s military assignment. The first was on the 
United Nations peacekeeping force in the Republic of 
Congo, now Zaire, from July 1960 to June 1964, while 
the second experience was in the United Nations Interim 
Force established in March 1978 to confirm the with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from southern Lebanon. 
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Minister Announces Relief Aid for Sudan 
AB1108083688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 11 Aug 88 


[Text] Nigeria is sending relief material worth 2.5 mil- 
lion naira to the Sudan to help alleviate the effects of 
flood there. The flood is reported to have caused exten- 
sive damage to property and rendered a large number of 
people homeless. The material will be flown out within 
the next 24 hours. 


The minister of external affairs disclosed in a statement 
that the gesture was in accordance with Nigeria’s policy 
of assisting African countries in distress. It is also in 
recognition of the friendly and fraternal relations 
between Nigeria and the Sudan. Nigeria and the Sudan 
have been linked by cultural and ethnic affinities so 
much that about 5 million people in that country are of 
Nigerian origin. 


Food Preservation Project Pursued With IAEA 
AB1008201788 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Science and Technology, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Petroleum Resources, 
hai embarked on a food preservation project with the 
su, wort of the International Atomic Energy Agency in 
Y. .na. This was stated in Lagos today by the minister of 
“ee and technology, Prof Emmanual Emovon, while 
.efing newsmen on the activities of his ministry. The 
minister said that the project was [words indistinct] (on 
er scale) as a prelude to the long-term preservation 
~~shable items like tomatoes, onions, vegetables, 
aud tuvers. He disclosed that three specially funded 
small-s.ale industrial technical projects have been 
undertaken successfully by the ministry. These include 
{word indistinct] brown sugar production, and cassava 
[word indistinct] projects. 


Professor Emovon said that a science village was being 
established in Abuja to provide a central high-level 
research facility for scientists and technologists. It is 
expected that the project will minimize brain drain to 
overseas and assure the introduction of high technology 
in the nation’s development process. The minister said 
the problem of desertification and drought had contin- 
ued to engage the attention of his ministry. He disclosed 
that three projects have been embarked upon in some 
States to control the effect of drought and stem desert 
encroachment. Professor Emovon said the results so far 
have been encouraging. 


Sierra Leone 


Israeli-PLO ‘Tension’ Reported in Freetown 
AB1008212188 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 10 Aug 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The political situation in the Middle East might 
seem far removed from Sierra Leone, but it is apparently 
causing some tension in the capital, Freetown. The city 
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has a sizable Lebanese community, whose leading busi- 
nessman, Jamil Sa‘id Muhammad, has left the country. 
The Lebanese generally tend to support the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization, PLO, but Freetown now has an 
Israeli presence as well. And that is leading to some 
friction as Fode Fofana reports: 


[Begin Fofana recording] I have reliably learned that a 
Saudi Arabian, (Abu Nisan), a blasting expert, is repre- 
senting the Palestinian lobby in Sierra Leone to contain 
what they believe to be an increasing Israeli influence 
here. The matter has come to light after a court case 
involving (Abu Nisan) and a Lebanese businessman, 
Riyad Hakim. The former was arrested at the Loungi 
Airport in 1984 with $300,000 and a large quantity of 
gold. Apparently, nothing happened thereafter. (Abu 
Nisan) fraudulently obtained a diplomatic visa from 
Guinea to enter Sierra Leone. He is reportedly wanted in 
Guinea for this alleged crime. 


The overall Lebanese community in Freetown, sympa- 
thetic to the Palestinian cause, has pledged to make life 
unbearable for Riyad Hakim, whom they are accusing of 
being an Israeli agent. Hakim told me that he has learned 
his name is in the PLO black list. He is jealously keeping 
a tape recording of a conversation that can expose the 
dirty work of the pro-PLO lobby. 


(Abu Nisan) purportedly wants to take over the business 
empire of erstwhile Afro-Lebanese tycoon, Jamil Said, 
with the sponsorship of the powerful pro-PLO lobby in 
Freetown. It was the Israelis who built the Sierra Leo- 
nean parliament and constructed various road networks. 
At the time, they were operating under the Taylor- 
Woodrow Company. Today, the Israelis are running the 
controversial (Liatt) Company, dealing in gold, dia- 
mond, and transportation. At one time, they wanted to 
sponsor football in Sierra Leone. Though Freetown has 
no official relations with Israel, the pro-Palestinian lobby 
here is seriously worried by what they regard as an 
increasing Israeli presence with the backing of very 
highly placed local people. 


Meanwhile, observers are very much concerned about 
the possible consequences of an eventual showdown in 
Sierra Leone between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 
[end recording} 


Togo 


Sierra Leone Foreign Minister Brings Message 
AB0908 135288 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 9 Aug 88 


[Text] General Gnassingbe Eyadema, founding chair- 
man of the RPT and president of the Republic, who is 
currently visiting Kozah Prefecture, this morning 
received in his Piya private residence Sierra Leonean 
Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Koroma, who is bearer of 
a message from President Joseph Momoh to his Togolese 
brother and friend. 
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